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	Eligibility for ESF programmes in England of nationals from accession countries


WHO
Government Offices
Cc ODPM, DTI, Scottish Executive, Welsh European Funding Office.
WHAT

This note sets out the eligibility rules for nationals from the accession countries who wish to be supported by ESF programmes in England. 
CLEARED

Ken Lambert / David Oatley/ Home Office Immigration and Nationality Policy Directorate
BACKGROUND

Ten countries will become EU members from 1 May 2004. 

Nationals from these  accession countries will be eligible to benefit from ESF programmes in England from 1 May if they are legally resident in the UK, and fulfil the normal ESF eligibility requirements for the measure concerned. 
Nationals from Cyprus and Malta will have the same access to ESF programmes as nationals from the existing 15 EU member states. None of the existing member states are imposing restrictions on the free movement of workers from Malta and Cyprus because of their wealth and size as well as their historical links to the EU.  
Nationals from the eight central and eastern European accession countries ( Czech republic; Estonia; Hungary; Latvia; Lithuania; Poland; Slovakia and Slovenia) will be legally resident in the UK and so eligible for ESF if they are:

· In work and registered under the Home Office Worker’s Registration Scheme, or;

· Seeking work and self sufficient 
· Not required to register

Points to note :
· If a national from the eight central and eastern European countries is an employee benefiting from ESF they must have a workers registration certificate from the Workers Registration Scheme or be able to prove that they are exempt from the requirement to register.  For further information on the Workers Registration Scheme contact   Home Office Worker Registration Team, Moorfoot, Sheffield S1 4PQ.  Tel: 0114 259 6262.  E-mail: wpcustomers@ind.homeoffice.gov.uk.  website: http://www.workingintheuk.gov.uk/ This does not apply to nationals from Malta and Cyprus or nationals from the eight accession countries who are already working legally in the UK and have been in the labour market for an uninterrupted period of twelve months or longer on 1 May 2004. 
· Nationals from the eight central and eastern European accession countries who are not registered, but who are seeking work and who are self sufficient will also have the right to reside in the UK and so are eligible for ESF. By self sufficient, we mean that individuals are not a burden on public funds by being in receipt of benefits. ESF cannot be used to provide income support to nationals from the eight central and eastern European accession countries who would not otherwise be self sufficient 

ACTION

Government Offices are asked to note the new eligibility rules that will apply to nationals from the accession countries from 1 May 2004. ESF guidance will be amended in due course to reflect these points.
Contact


Steve Briggs
Programme Delivery

ESF Division

0114 267 7306






PAGE  
1

_1067775857

