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Jonathan Scheele, Head of EC Representation
Jonathan is the Head of Representation of the EU Commission in the UK, a position he took up 
in 2010.  In this role, he is responsible for representing the European Commission and 
reporting to it. He has overall responsibility for the UK Representation and the three Offices in 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales' activities. Educated at Cambridge, Jonathan previously 
worked as the Head of the EU delegation to Romania and has a wide range of experience from 
a substantial career with the European Union.

Paul Adamson, E!Sharp
Paul Adamson is founder and publisher of E!Sharp, a bi-monthly magazine on European Union 
affairs launched in 2001. He is also chairman of the Centre, Brussels’ first  think-do tank, which 
he co-founded in 2003. Mr. Adamson moved to Brussels in the early 1980s after studying at 
the European University  Institute in Florence, where he was the first U.K. student, and 
following a brief stint in the European Parliament, he embarked on a career in EU public 
affairs, where he is widely seen as a pioneer. 

Nick Hurd MP, Minister for Civil Society
Nick Hurd is the Member of Parliament for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner in Middlesex. The 
Minister was previously  Shadow Minister for Charity, Social Enterprise and Volunteering 
(October 2008 – May 2010). He also served as an Opposition Whip and member of the 
Shadow teams for Justice, Communities and Local Government (2007-2008). In 2006, Nick 
successfully  took through Parliament a Private Members Bill, the Sustainable Communities 
Act, which was supported by over ninety national organisations. He was awarded the PRASEG 

Parliamentarian of the Year Award in 2007 in recognition of his work on the Act. The Minister previously 
served on the Environment Audit Committee. He was on the Board of the Conservative Party’s Quality of Life 
Policy  Commission, chairing the Climate Change group (2005-2007) and served on the Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee that scrutinised the draft Climate Change Bill. He has also served on cross party enquiries into the 
adequacy of epilepsy  services and the link between childhood leukaemia and high voltage power lines, several 
Bill Committees - including the Criminal Justice Bill, Housing and Regeneration Bill and NHS Redress Bill – 
and the All Party Parliamentary Groups for Small Business, Penal Reform and Brazil. Before his career in 
politics he spent 18 years in business including five years representing a British bank in Brazil. The Minister is 
the fourth generation in his family to enter the House of Commons. He has been a Trustee of the Greenhouse 
Schools charity; and currently  serves as a Governor of Coteford Junior School and as a Trustee of the 
Hillingdon Partnership Trust.
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Gareth Thomas MP, Shadow Minister for Civil Society 
Born and educated in Harrow, Gareth Thomas is the Labour and Co-operative Member of 
Parliament for Harrow West and was first elected at the 1997 General Election. Gareth served as a 
member of the Environmental Audit Select Committee from November 1997 to October 1999 prior 
to his appointment as Parliamentary  Private Secretary to the Secretary  of State for Education, 
Charles Clarke MP. In 2003 he was promoted to Parliamentary  Under Secretary of State at  the 
Department for International Development. There he stayed under Gordon Brown as junior 
minister for trade policy, dividing his time between DfID and the new Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform. He was promoted to Minister of State with the same dual brief in October 2008, then re-
appointed Minister of State in the Department for International Development on 8th June 2009. In May 2010 he was 
re-elected as Member of Parliament for Harrow West with an increased majority. In October 2010 he was appointed 
the Shadow Minister for Higher Education and Science, and has served as the Shadow Minister for Civil Society 
since October 2011. He has been chairman of the Co-operative Party since 2000, is a member of the Fabian Society, 
and has written on social responsibility  and a low-carbon economy. His hobbies include running, rugby union and 
supporting Harrow Borough Football Club, Wealdstone Football Club and Arsenal Football Club.

Gregoire Schoeller, European Commission, Cabinet of Commissioner Barnier, Internal Market 
Grégoire is a member of the Cabinet of Commissioner Michel Barnier at the Directorate General 
for Internal Market and Services. He has portfolio responsibility for Social Business and Task 
Force Defence, as well as having several non-portfolio responsibilites.  Grégoire is a trained 
lawyer and a member of the Brussels bar, having studied both at Université Catholique de Louvain 
and in London, where he studied for the LLM at the London School of Economics. He speaks 
fluent  French, English and Spanish. 

Sir Stuart Etherington, CEO, NCVO & Member, Group III of EESC
Sir Stuart Etherington was appointed Chief Executive of NCVO in 1994.  NCVO is a membership 
organisation that represents the interests of charities and voluntary bodies. Previously  he was Chief 
Executive of the Royal National Institute for Deaf People, a major UK charity.  He has four 
degrees: BA in Politics, MA in Social Planning, MBA from the London Business School and a 
MA in International Relations and Diplomacy.  He has been awarded an honorary doctorate from 
Brunel University, and is an Honorary Visiting Professor at South Bank University  and City 
University London.   Stuart was knighted in 2010 for services to the Voluntary Sector.

Val Jones, CEO, Social Enterprise North West 
SENW was incorporated as a company limited by guarantee in April 2008 and appointed its Chief 
Officer, Val Jones, in July 2008. Val has worked within the Sector for over 20 years. based in 
Merseyside initially  running her own charities and related trading companies within the Creative 
Industries sector and regeneration projects. Val is also active on European Programmes 
representing the Voluntary and Community Sector.

Cliff Prior, CEO, UnLtd 
Cliff Prior is the Chief Executive of UnLtd, the Foundation for Social Entrepreneurs. In its first 9 
years, UnLtd has supported 10,000 people to start new social ventures, with cash, coaching and 
networking, and has been replicated in 4 other countries. UnLtd backs both social entrepreneurs 
working at  community level, and those aiming to scale up their ventures. It has developed 
specialist programmes including the higher education social entrepreneurship  initiative. The 
people we support achieve outstanding results, with an average of 6 jobs and 15 volunteering 
places as well as their direct social impact. Cliff is also a member of Comic Relief’s UK Grants Committee, a 
trustee of Clore Social Leadership, and is a member of Big Society Capital’s Advisory  Board. He has set up  several 
organisations over the years such as Strutton Housing for people living with HIV in the 1980s through to 
UnLtdWorld.com more recently. Cliff previously ran Rethink, which grew to become the UK's largest charity in 
mental health. His background includes counselling, social housing, community care and healthcare. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Co-operative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Co-operative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrow_West_%28UK_Parliament_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrow_West_%28UK_Parliament_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_general_election%2C_1997
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_general_election%2C_1997


Allison Ogden-Newton, CEO, Social Enterprise London 
Allison Ogden-Newton is the Chief Executive of Social Enterprise London, the capital’s leading 
agency supporting and promoting social enterprise. Allison has successfully promoted social 
enterprise to a wide spectrum of London’s agencies and decision makers, raising awareness and 
creating a community  of support through effective networking and developing strong strategic 
partnerships. Whilst at SEL, Allison has worked to increase the understanding and implementation 
for social enterprise, particularly in the delivery of public services, social accounting, and business 

support.  Social Enterprise London (SEL) represents the largest social enterprise network in the UK with over 3,000 
members, linking and inspiring social enterprises in London and beyond. Over the last  year, SEL have supported 
1,500 social enterprises, created over 500 jobs and worked in nine countries. Social enterprise is a dynamic and 
ever-evolving success story, and social enterprise businesses in London account for 104,500 jobs and boast a 
combined turnover of £4 billion. Britain’s 55,000 social businesses contribute £8.4 billion per year to the economy. 
SEL’s story is similarly positive with individuals, businesses, organisations and government bodies contacting us 
every  day for information that will revolutionise the way they work. Allison is Chair of the Transition Institute, 
Deputy Chair of ACEVO, and board member of The National Migraine Centre and the Council of Social Enterprise 
UK. 

Sir Stephen Bubb, Chair, Social Investment Business
Sir Stephen Bubb is Chief Executive of the Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary 
Organisations (ACEVO) – a dynamic and high profile UK body - where his work on leadership, 
sector funding and public service reform has radically shifted attitudes and policies. In 2007 he 
became Secretary General of Euclid Network, the European body for Third Sector leaders.  He is 
the Chair of the Social Investment Business, the largest social investor in the UK.  He is a member 
of The Commonwealth Foundation’s Civil Society  Committee.  He received a knighthood in the 
New Year’s Honours, 2011.

Stephen Rockmann, Director/Founder, Merism Capital & Hub Westminster 
Stephen is a serial entrepreneur and experienced early  stage investor. Merism Capital provides 
seed-stage equity funding of £50k to £150k for social and impact businesses. In 2011 Stephen also 
co-founded Hub Venture Labs  the first incubator in Europe investing in and supporting social 
entrepreneurs  and championing innovation and impact across Europe. Previously Stephen spent 
twenty  years in IT in various commercial roles with global software and services companies 
before becoming an advisor to and angel investor in start-up web and mobile companies in the 

UK, Europe and Israel. He is a guest lecturer in social investment at  Goldsmiths College and holds a number of 
non-exec roles in early stage companies and continues to mentor entrepreneurs. 

Stephanie Sturrock, Director of Social Investment, CAF 
Stephanie Sturrock is Director of Social Investment at  Charities Aid Foundation (CAF), including 
the ground-breaking CAF Venturesome, which in the last 10 years has provided investment of 
£26m to 250 charities and social enterprises. CAF recently launched the Social Impact Fund - 
effectively the UK’s first retail risk capital fund – and is working with others in the sector to build 
the UK social investment market. Stephanie joined CAF in January after six successful years as 
Chief Executive of Seachange, a transformational social enterprise working in coastal 
communities in North Yorkshire. She was previously Managing Director of Shared Interest, a pioneering 
international social investment organisation. With 8,500 individual investors, the £30m fund provides social finance 
to fair trade enterprises in developing countries. She has been actively involved in the social economy since the late 
1990s and has held board level positions in various social investment organisation and credit  unions. She has also 
been an active non executive director with a large NHS commissioning organisation. Stephanie is a member of 
CIPFA.



Vicki Purewal, NESTA 
Vicki is currently leading the development of a new centre for challenge prizes at NESTA. She 
has been responsible for designing and delivering a range of programmes at NESTA to 
encourage, support and reward innovation. One of these programmes, from 2007-2009 was the 
Big Green Challenge, a £1m prize fund to incentivise and support community-led innovation in 
response to climate change. The challenge prize, which was one of the first for the not-for-
profit sector, spurred new community-led responses to climate change. Vicki has also managed 

programmes supporting innovation in the fields of public services and learning. Prior to working on innovation 
programmes at NESTA Vicki worked in the performing arts sector as a fundraiser, manager and writer.

Pesh Framjee, Partner, Crowe Clark Whitehill 
Pesh Framjee, Head of Not for Profits at Crowe Clark Whitehill, has been involved with the 
voluntary sector for over 30 years.  Pesh is a Chartered Accountant but uniquely he is very 
knowledgeable about charity  law and practice as well as contracting and income generation.  
He is Special Advisor to the Charity Finance Group, a member of the Charity  Law Association 
and a Board member of the Institute of Risk Management. Pesh writes and lectures 
internationally on matters facing the sector. He is joint author of Charities - The Law and 
Practice and has written a book on Charity Trading.

Andy Churchill, CEO, Network for Europe 
Andy Churchill is Chief Executive of Network for Europe, based in North West England. He 
has been involved with European Structural Funds for over 25 years and was involved in the 
Merseyside Objective One Programmes which supported community-led local development 
(Pathways) and the greater involvement of civil society. He has worked for Local Authorities, 
Government and Universities around Structural Funds but most of his time has been spent 
working for the Voluntary Sector. Since 2004 he has also been developing partnership  working 

with the Polish Voluntary Sector.

David Hunter,  BWB 
David Hunter is a solicitor with Bates, Wells & Braithwaite LLP. He has advised on works and 
services contracts procured by public authorities for fifteen years and helped to create some of 
the most innovative public procurement models in use in recent years. David serves as a trustee 
for a number of civil society organisations, some of whom have (mixed) experience of the 
procurement process.

Ceri Jones, Head of Policy and Research, Social Enterprise UK
Ceri is Head of Policy and Research at Social Enterprise UK – the UK’s national body for 
social enterprises.   She leads on their programme of policy development and is responsible for 
their research programme, including designing the State of Social Enterprise – the largest single 
piece of social enterprise research in the UK. Her role requires her to work closely with a 
number of government departments including the Department of Health, the Cabinet Office, 
Department for Business Innovations and Skills and the Department for Communities and 

Local Government to inform and shape their policy  to support social enterprise. She has a particular interest in 
developing new models for public services, particularly those operating in health and social care.  Most recently 
she has been working on a policy called the Right to Request to support new staff-led social enterprises to 
deliver services on behalf of the NHS.  As a result of this, almost 40 staff-led organisations have emerged from 
the NHS.  These range from small specialist  organisations to large multi-million pound companies, all of which 
are committed to transforming the way in which primary and community  care is delivered. Prior to joining 
SEUK in April 2007, Ceri worked the New South Wales Department of Health, where she worked on a range of 
projects to address rural health inequalities in Australia.  She also held policy and advocacy roles and the 
Wellcome Trust and Marie Stopes International. Ceri has a BA in Geography and a Masters in Public Health.  


