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Update on preparations for the new European Programmes 2014-20

Europe - timetable
With the approval of the seven year budget at the end of 2013, and the Regulations, and the Code of 
Conduct on Partnership, we moved to a timetable for the new Programmes. Each Member State had 
up to four months to submit its Partnership Agreement to the European Commission (by mid April). 
The EC then had three months to make Observations, then provided the Member State has taken 
these into account, shall adopt the Agreement no later than four months from its submission.
In a similar manner, the Operational Programmes shall be submitted by the Member State within 
three months of the submission of the Partnership Agreement. The Commission then has three 
months to make observations, and shall adopt the OP within six months of its submission, so long 
as the Member State has adequately taken into account the Commission’s Observations.

Our Partnership Agreement was submitted just in time for the deadline in April, and the Operational 
Programmes by the final date of 17th July. Currently, it is expected that the ESF (Human 
Resources) and EAFRD (Rural) Operational Programmes could be approved by this October, and 
the ERDF (Regional Development) Operational Programme by December. Once the OPs are 
approved, the shadow committees become real, and the 2014-20 programmes can start.

England
There was much less formal consultation than expected on the Partnership Agreement and the 
Operational Programmes, but there were ad hoc meetings and discussions. NCVO is involved at a 
national level through its European Funding Network, and Network for Europe is working closely 
with NCVO, and with our Voluntary Sector colleagues across the country in the preparations for the 
new Programmes, including feeding in to the ex-ante assessment that Regeneris prepared as part of 
the OP for ERDF, and discussions with the Lottery.

The English Growth Board met again on 25th June. This is the shadow Programme Monitoring 
Committee for ESF and ERDF (and with some EAFRD) in England. Once the Operational 
Programmes are approved, it will become the PMC. It currently has only one Third Sector 
representative (through NCVO), although this is under discussion. There is also a Sounding Board, 
which is acting as a Technical Group to the Growth Board - looking at issues in more depth, 
through a partnership approach (NFE was the VCS representative at its last meeting).

NCVO held EFN meetings on 16th July with presentations from the three Government Departments 
involved in the new Programmes, DCLG, DWP and EAFRD (email us if you want a copy of the 
presentations), as well as an update from the Sounding Board. They confirmed the expected 
timetable for approval, and welcomed the involvement of our Sector.

Big Lottery will be involved in providing new funds to link with ESF around the Inclusion theme (it 
will be an Opt In provider). This has been negotiated with almost all of the LEPs (including the five 
in the North West), but the amounts vary. The first stage will be for one or more organisations to bid 
to the lottery (deadline 4th September) for a small amount of PDF funding to support the sector in 
their LEP area. Later, the intention is for one or more accountable bodies (mainly VCS 



organisations) to distribute the Lottery/EU funding in their LEP area. NFE is keen for there to be 
one partnership proposal for each area, wherever possible, and is working with the various VCS 
organisations to put together good proposals.

LEP Areas
The LEPs originally submitted their European Strategies in October, and since then have been fine 
tuning them (some LEPs needed more work than others). They are now essentially complete, and 
available on the various LEP websites. Further work - in particular outputs and results - will be 
completed later this year, once there has been a response from the European Commission to the 
Operational Programmes.

BIS had said Global Grants (more devolution of funding) should only apply to London, but the 
LEPs had been arguing for this to extend to at least the eight core cities. A late compromise was for 
there to be an additional ERDF Priority for Cities (using up to 10% of a LEP’s EU funds). This was 
drafted just before the Operational Programmes were sent in.

LEPs have also continued to negotiate with the Opt In providers (Skills Funding Agency, 
Department for Work and Pensions, and Lottery for ESF, and MAS, UKTI and Growth Accelerator 
for ERDF), including agreeing a Memorandum of Understanding with each one. This work should 
now be complete.

The Regulations require that the partners (including civil society) must be involved at all stages of 
the funds, including preparation, implementation and monitoring. Consequently, the 2014-20 
documents for England now refer to LEP and partners, or LEP areas. There will be about 50 sub-
committees of the English PMC, with 39 covering the individual LEP areas - these need to include 
all the partners.

Each LEP will now be asked for a Local Implementation Plan - probably by the end of September. 
While this will not refer to particular projects, it will describe the expected spend and outputs, and 
timing and size of the proposed calls for proposals for the first few years. Thus, if we are to have 
particular kinds of projects approved (social innovation, community grants, specific categories of 
excluded groups or types of training, ILMs) then they need to be included in the LIP.

Next Steps
Detailed guidance from DCLG to the LEPs expected to be sent out first week in August.

LEPs make any further changes to the LEP area European sub-committees.

Preparation of pipeline (Local Implementation Plan) for each LEP area.

Development of PDF bids for Lottery.

If Operational Programmes are approved in October and December, then the Programmes could 
begin in January, and then calls for proposals (perhaps an early Skills Funding Agency round), with 
funds being spent later in the year.

Contact us - for further information or feedback - info@networkforeurope.eu
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