
ESIF-ESF Update for VCS ESF
This is the twelfth in a series to update you on the main European Funds in Greater Manchester, 
provided by GMCVO with the support of Network for Europe, and is part of Technical Assistance. 
This one covers ESF.

Context
EAFRD still open (faster processing and better bids, now we have EoI forms and support meetings)
ERDF P1 deadline 31/10/17.
ERDF SUD call 30th June, first deadline 31st July 2017.

ESF Working Well
Greater Manchester is the only local organisation outside London to become a Co-Financing 
Organisation for ESF. This gives more local control and flexibility, and means that the GM 
Combined Authority can assemble match for projects (in particular from devolved funds).

Work is proceeding well with the new call (as previously reported in our updates), with one 
contractor to be announced controlling around £52.6m (ESF plus match). This means there will be 
considerable opportunities for third sector organisations to deliver ESF support, as sub-contractors. 
We held an event on 7th April, and there was a follow up (Meet the Primes) event on 12th May.

Discussions will continue, to maximise the involvement of the third sector in the delivery of this 
ESF activity.

DWP-ESF restructuring
The English Managing Authorities have come under increasing pressure over the last few years, 
with experienced staff leaving, very long appraisal times, and having to plan for the results of the 
referendum. Recently, there was a focus amongst DWP-ESF staff on getting more up to date with 
claims. They had a restructure on 5th June, which is being reported to the ESIF committees. The 
delivery teams will no longer be regional, but will be split into two national teams. This should 
mean more efficiencies, and is to be welcomed.

ESF Simplification
The ESF Transnational Platform continues its useful work, and held its annual conference in June.
The Simplification meetings have been developing well, with the Managing Authorities and 
European Commission working together - most recently this included looking at Gold Plating, 
Simplified Cost Options, and the Commission preparing delegated acts to simplify Technical 
Assistance claims, and to agree Standard Scales of Unit Costs. The English DWP is now attending 
again (as well as the third sector, of course).

After the 2014-20 programme
Discussions are underway in Europe to plan for the next Programming Period (taking into account 
the five scenarios).
Meanwhile in the UK, we have the Green Paper - Building our Industrial Strategy (including 
startups and support for SMEs), which includes Sustainability, but has nothing on Inclusion in the 
UK. Separately, there are discussions on future support for Inclusion.

PMC/Growth Board
The Programme Monitoring Committee for ERDF and ESF (Growth Board) took place on 14th 
June. Both funds now include a report on the cross cutting themes (Sustainability, and Diversity). 
We asked for more information on ESF evaluation. It was asked if funding would be transferred 
from LEP areas that have not spent much to other areas - but it is too early to consider this.



The review of LEP level ESIF committees has been completed, Gaps occur across the Trade Union/
Employer and Equality & Diversity sectors - these are being addressed.

Changes to ESF Operational Programme
DWP is concerned about whether existing outputs are realistic, and is carrying out research which 
will lead to a report at the end of August which will go to the PMC/Growth Board in September, 
and likely lead to a revision of the Operational Programme. Currently, there doesn’t seem to be 
enough robust data to identify what is happening, but the position should get better.
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