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Partnership Principles
The European Commission has published a staff 
working document looking at the Partnership 
Principle. This is a useful document - copies are 
available at this link: http://tinyurl.com/ctwc9au.
The document refers to the continuing importance of 
the involvement of the Partners at all levels from 
local to national within a Member State and the 
requirement for government, private sector and the 
third sector to be actively involved throughout the 
programme cycle (preparation, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation). Among the many good 
practice examples it gives, there are two for the UK - 
Network for Europe takes an active part in both of 
them.

ERDF Inquiry
A select committee of MPs is looking at the 
operation of the ERDF in England. This is part  of an 
inquiry  the committee is undertaking into the ERDF 
programme in England. Network for Europe was one 
of the few voluntary  sector organisations to submit 
written evidence to the committee and a copy of our 
submission can be found at this link:
http://tinyurl.com/c88yqjs
Further information about the Terms of Reference of 
the inquiry can be found at this link:
http://tinyurl.com/c93q36b

BIS Consultation on EU funds
Network for Europe submitted a response to the 
consultation on the next European Programme (to 
the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
(BIS), the Government Department leading on this 
for England). Other responses were from the LEPs/
Sub Regions in the North West and we were 
involved in the National submissions from the two 
Strategic Partners, NCVO and Euclid. Further 
information is on the BIS website at this link:
http://tinyurl.com/cr22r7p
It is expected there will be further discussions 
shortly. Sandra Turner from NCVO (European 
Funding Network) will be seconded full time to BIS, 
and Simon Nokes from the North West Local 
Authorities is seconded part time. They will be 
supporting preparations for the next Programme 
(2014-20).

Influencing the Work 
Programme
Voluntary Sector North West’s website now features 
an update on activity around the Work Programme. 
We have been working with VSNW to support the 
Employment Learning and Skills Network 
(ELSNET) and the Third Sector Special Purpose 
Vehicle. Details are available here:
http://tinyurl.com/c2whjf5

Welcome!
Welcome to the April edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on European 
issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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European Economic 
Strategy Group
The European Economic Strategy 
Group  (EESG) met on 3 April. 
There was an update on the re-
quantification exercise (what we 
have spent and what is likely to be 
delivered) as well as reviewing the 
Local Enterprise Partnership 
priorities for investment, with the 
r e su l t s go ing t o t he Loca l 
Monitoring Committee later in the 
month.  There was a paper on 
assessing infrastructure projects and 
a report on the Post-13 Working 
Group. There was discussion on a 
possible call for Business Growth 
H u b s , a p a p e r o n v a r i a b l e 
intervention rates for Technical 
Assistance for the Voluntary Sector 
(Network for Europe has submitted 
a bid) and a proposal for Technical 
Assistance for Business Support 
(now not going forward in its 
present form). The next meeting 
will be on 29 May.

NW P1 Calls
The Priority One call for Business 
Growth Hubs (for Manchester, 
Cheshire, Cumbria and Lancashire) 
is expected mid-May. Further calls 
may well be made for Business 
Incubation, Increasing Sustainable 

Production,  Graphene Hub, and 
Promotion of Lower Carbon 
Transport.

Merseyside P1 calls

Since late last year, there have been 
meetings on Merseyside to look at 
the remaining ERDF funding and to 
discuss priorities for the rest  of the 
Programme with the support of the 
LEP. Rather than one large bid, or a 
Growth Hub, Merseyside partners 
have identified six main areas for 
further support and it is expected 
these will be worked up  in more 
detail with calls in due course. 
There may also be a call for 
proposals for superfast broadband.

ERDF PMSC
The Performance Monitoring Sub-
Committee did not meet in April 
but endorsed seven projects by 
written procedures. These were for 
Technical Assistance to the end of 
this Programme (Cheshire & 

Warrington, Cumbria, Higher 
Education, and Environment), plus 
TA support for development of the 
Broadband proposal for Manchester  
as well as two Priority  Four bids - 
£1.9m to Blue Orchid for Business 
Start-up support  in Cheshire 
(including delivery by voluntary 
organisat ions Pr inces Trust , 
CENTEC and Plus Dane) and 
£480k for Vedas to improve 
Business Support in Lancashire. 

Better Future

The final learning seminar for the 
Network for a Better Future of 
Social Economy took place at the 
beginning of April in Warsaw. With 
representatives from Finland, 
Sweden, Czech Republic, Italy, UK 
and Poland it considered reports on 
aspects of Social Economy and 
discussed four themes - Finance, 
Social Franchising, Measuring 
Social Added Value, and Social 
Clauses in Public Procurement. 

ESF External Advisory Group
We are pleased that John Hacking, who works for 
Network for Europe, has been invited onto the ESF 
External Advisory Group which the Skills Funding 
Agency has created. This will be looking at the rest of 
the current programme and planning for the next. John 
is one of the seven members (of 27) who are not from 
Government Departments. 

Post-13 Working Group
A sub-group of the EESG Strategy Group is looking at 
possibilities for the 2014-20 Programme across the 
North West. At the meeting on 20 April it discussed 
the 5-LEP two page document, including the various 
models and considered the inputs for current 
consultations. The next meeting is on 14 May.

Back to the Future

This conference was held in London on 27 April by 
NCVO-EFN to look at  planning for the next 
Programme. There were good presentations from the 
Government Departments and from the Commission 
and the recent ESF-Works film was shown. It was 
useful to hear progress to date as we move towards a 
more effective way to deliver Structural Funds with 
simpler procedures and a stronger role for the 
Voluntary and Community Sector.



ERDF LMC
The ERDF Local Monitoring 
Committee (LMC) took place on 30 
April. As well as Val Jones 
representing the Voluntary and 
Community Sector, Nicola Daley 
from Merseyside Expanding 
Horizons attended (representing 
Equality  and Diversity). There was 
a Programme Update, it was agreed 
to use the Treasury’s forward 
planning exchange rate and to 
transfer £10m uncommitted from 
Priority  5 (Technical Assistance) to 
Priority  3 (Sites and Premises). The 
detailed update showed that 73% of 
funds have been committed so far 
(£486m) with a pipeline including 
possibly £40m for Broadband, 
£12m for Bio-Innovation and £23m 
for the Priority 4 call.
Standardisation of processes across 
E R D F i n E n g l a n d w a s 
implemented in April. Detailed 
performance figures were available 
(Outputs and Results) at Priority 
Level, together with information on 
the largest  projects. including 
JESSICA and JEREMIE. The draft 
Annual Implementation Report  was 
available for comment (due to be 
sent to the CLG and then to the 
Commission). The re-quantification 
was approved, and will now go to 
the Commission for negotiation. 
There was a report on JEREMIE - 
i t w a s a g r e e d t h a t £ 7 . 4 m 
unallocated would be returned to 
the Programme, the JEREMIE 
Board Structure be expanded, 
further resources should be 
deployed to talk to stakeholders to 
expand the investment pipeline and 
a revised bus iness p lan be 
produced. It  was agreed to call a 
special LMC meeting on 15 June, 
just to consider JEREMIE and what 
should happen next. The report on 
JESSICA confirmed that both funds 
are now finally operational and 
expect to spend quickly as they 
have been building up pipelines. 
For Superfast Broadband, over 

£49m of bids had been received for 
£40m available but there was a wait 
for the European Commission to 
consider some issues. There was 
also a report from the sub-
committees and a paper on the next 
programme. The next meetings will 
be 15 and 28 June 2012.

SFA Opens Training 
Organisation Register

The Skills Funding Agency's 
Register of Training Organisations 
is a list  of organisations that are 
eligible to be considered for 
funding to deliver education and 
training services in England.
The first version of The Register of 
Tra in ing Organisa t ions was 
published on the Skills Funding 
Agency’s website on 5 April; 
organisations that completed the 
Due Diligence Assurance Gateway 
process were notified of the results 
on 4 April 2012. To view the list of 
organisations that have successfully 
completed the Due Diligence 
Assurance Gateway process please 
visit:
http://tinyurl.com/ck2t7ww
The Skills Funding Agency  has also 
published an FAQ on the Register 
of Training Organisations, to access 
it please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/boqkmfg
A message is being sent through the 
Agency’s e- tendering portal 
advising prime contractors of those 
subcontractors holding contracts 
with an aggregate value of over 
£500,000 that have either not been 
approved to enter the Register, or 
did not complete the Due Diligence 
Assurance Gateway process.
The Due Diligence Assurance 
Gateway re-opened at the e-
tendering portal on Friday, 20 April 
2012.

For further information on the 
Register of Training Organisations, 
please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/blqofdc 

Re-Quantification

After a great deal of work figures 
were agreed at  the LMC at the end 
of April. This looks at what has 
been committed so far as well as 
what is expected and revises the 
outputs and results based on 
experience to date. These revised 
figures will then go to the European 
Commission for negotiation. The 
figures are based on receiving an 
extra 20% of funding due to 
exchange rate gains. Work to 
Brownfield land will be reduced 
(from 500 to 100 ha), new/
upgraded floorspace reduced from 
420k sq m to 320k, businesses with 
improved performance reduced 
from 17,700 to 12,000 and jobs 
created reduced from 48,400 to 
23,750.
Looking at the outputs and results 
declared to the end of December 
2011 shows that apart from jobs 
safeguarded, P1 would appear to be 
u n d e r a c h i e v i n g a n d P 4 
overachieving (Business Assisted a 
third of target for P1, three times 
target for P4, Startup support 5% 
for P1 and 140% for P4, Gross Jobs 
15% for P1 and 73% for P4, 
Business Created 6% and 450%). 
This may change when more 
information is available.

Merseyside ERDF 
Technical Group
Merseyside ERDF Technical Group 
did not meet as expected in April, 
but will be meeting on 17 May.
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The Community 
Learning Trust Pilots
The Community Learning Trust 
Pilots prospectus is now available 
and the Government is planning 
to select between 10 and 15 pilots 
t o beg in work in Augus t 
2012 . Al l d i rec t ly - funded 
providers in receipt of an 
al location from the Skil ls 
Funding Agency’s Community 
Learning budget are eligible to 
apply; interested providers are 
invited to work with community 
partners to put forward a 
proposal.
This is an opportunity for people 
invo lved in vo lun tee r ing , 
learning clubs, informal learning 
at work and online learning, as 
well as more structured learning, 
to be pa r t o f the i r loca l 
a p p l i c a t i o n t o b e c o m e a 
Community Learning Trust. All 
the pilots will be expected to 
develop  a robust income-
generation strategy and show 
how local people are taking a 
lead.
The National Institute of Adult 
Continuing Education (NIACE) 
will support the pilot Community 
Learning Trusts to test new ways 
o f w o r k i n g w i t h t h e i r 
communities. Deadline for 
applications is 5 pm on 25 May 
2012.
For further details, please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/c6xgaug

Flo Clucas
For many years, we have all 
benefited from Flo Clucas’s 
understanding of Europe  and her 
commitment to Merseyside. This 
has been recognised through her 
representation of the ALDE 
Group in the Committee of the 
Regions. For the North West, she 
has been an active member of the 
ERDF Loca l Managemen t 
Committee, was active in what 
lead to ERDF for Social Housing 
locally, has shown her concern 
that JEREMIE be spent properly, 
and has been working for the new 
Atlantic developments.

Exchange Rate 
Changes

The North West has €756m for 
the ERDF programme. This was 
originally £521m at the then 
exchange rate of 69p, but the rate 
rose, with figures of 90p  and 
above in 2009. The rate used is 
that for the month when the claim 
is made to Brussels, so the 
payments for JEREMIE and 
JESSICA (about a fifth of the 
programme) made at the end of 
2009 means that we have 

“banked” that money at the rate 
of 91p. More recently, the rate 
has been around 84p but this 
might fall in the future, so the 
balance of money available is 
carefully watched. 

Project Selection 
Process in Cohesion 
Policy programmes 
in EU member states
S e l e c t i n g p r o j e c t s b e s t 
contributing to fulfillment of the 
programme objectives with 
m i n i m u m a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
resources is crucial for delivery 
of the Cohesion Policy. DG 
Regional Policy commissioned a 
study comparing the project 
selection process in Austria, the 
Czech Republic, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Slovakia and 
Slovenia in the fields of research 
and development, innovation in 
the small and medium enterprises 
and urban regeneration.
The study identified a number of 
areas for improvement of the 
p rocess , in par t i cu la r fo r 
reduction of the administrative 
b u r d e n , a n d p r o v i d e s 
recommendations and good 
practice examples for setting-up 
the project selection structures 
and procedures for this and the 
next programming periods.
To view the study please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/c768uup

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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