
Newsletter August 2012

ERDF Calls for projects
Recently there have been several calls for projects:
Priority 1:
•Business Growth Hubs (Rest Of the North West 
(RONW i.e. NW excluding Merseyside) only): A call 
for £15m was issued and full applications are now 
being appraised with a view to securing the 
necessary  approvals for contracting during October/ 
November. The current ERDF request for these 
proposals is approximately £20m.
•National MAS Programme: The Call was issued to 
plan with two applications being selected to progress 
to Full Application stage with a current value of 
approximately £6m.  Both proposals are scheduled to 
be submitted to Project Development Team (PDT) 
for appraisal at the end of August, following 
agreement to extend the deadline by 2 weeks.
•Incubator Activity (RONW): Call detail and criteria 
are being drafted by  PDT in line with European 
Strategy Sub Group (ESSG) requirements.  This 
draft will be submitted to ESSG for discussion on 11 
September. The value of the call is still to be 
determined.
•Increase sustainable consumption and production: 
Call detail and criteria are being drafted by  PDT in 
line with ESSG requirements.  This draft will be 
submitted to ESSG for discussion on 11 September. 
The value of the call is still to be determined.
•Merseyside Priority 1: Liverpool City Region 
(LCR) Local Enterprise Partnership  (LEP) now 

reviewing situation and will advise PDT in 
September on call criteria.  The available budget is 
approximately £12m
Priority 2:
•Graphene Hub (RONW): An application has been 
received from Manchester University (£23m ERDF); 
stage 1 was approved by the Project Review Group 
(PRG) on 2 August and the Full Application is now 
being appraised. 
•Superfast Broadband (Merseyside): A call was 
recently  issued (up to approximately  £6.6m ERDF); 
one application has been received and is currently 
being appraised.
•Superfast Broadband (RONW): Full applications 
have now been received from each of the sub-
regions with a total ERDF ask of approximately 
£56m ERDF and are currently being appraised.  It is 
anticipated that the European Commission ruling on 
state aid with be delivered by October.
Priority 3:
•Promoting clean and sustainable urban transport 
(Strand 1) and Investment in key strategic sites 
(Strand 2) (RONW):  A call for approximately  £11m 
was issued to plan with a closing date for Outline 
Applications of 20 August.  The PDT received a total 
of 27 applications with a combined total of 
approximately £67m ERDF.  PDT is in the process 
of reviewing these applications.
There are also several calls planned for the future, 
further details are available overleaf:
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City Employment 
Strategy

The Liverpool Ci ty Region 
Employment and Skills Group met 
on 7 August, with an update from 
the Jobs and Skills through 
Procurement sub-group, and an 
update (from Network for Europe) 
on European Funding. There was a 
report and discussion on the Youth 
Unemployment Task Force, which 
has been set up following concerns 
for the position facing young 
people who are out of work in the 
City Region. Initial stages will 
involve the involvement of young 
people themselves with an initial 
meeting in early  September and 
reports before the end of the year. It 
will link to the recently  announced 
Talent Match funding (see separate 
art icle overleaf). There was 
discussion on the remaining 
Pathfinder ESF with additional 
funding to support apprenticeships 
and an agreement for an evaluation 
(consultant appointed by late 
August with final report by early 
December). The next meeting will 
be on 26 September 2012.

ERDF Technical Group
Merseyside’s ERDF Technical 
Group  met on 21 August. with 
discussions and updates on the four 

Priorities. There was an update on 
the REECH project, on progress 
towards the next Programme 
(2014-20) and updated management 
information. The next meeting will 
be on 11 September 2012.

REECH Project

REECH (Renewables and Energy 
Efficiency in Community Housing) 
is the Merseyside Project which 
was approved after the European 
Commission had amended ERDF 
European Rules so that up to 4% of 
each Programme could be spent  on 
energy generation and conservation 
in social housing - the intention is 
to kick start local jobs and 
businesses in these low carbon 
activities. This will become of 
increasing interest in the next 
Programme as we move to support 
Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive 
Growth . Other p ro jec t s a re 
underway in Cheshire (CARE), 
C u m b r i a ( C o h e s i o n ) a n d 
Manchester (Energy Smart Homes). 
There was a presentation by 
REECH on 22 August to the 
Merseyside ERDF Technical 
Group, including members from the 
PDT (ERDF Secretariat) and the 
LEP.

Liverpool City P4 
Approved
Three linked partnership projects 
were proposed for Priority  Four on 
Merseyside some time ago. Two of 
these were approved - led by  Social 
Enterprise North West (£3.8m) and 
Alt Valley (£3.9m). The last one has 
now been formally approved - this 
is lead by Liverpool City Council, 
and is for almost £5m, with parts of 
the work to be sub-contracted to 
various Voluntary and Community 
Organisations. 

EU Reference Group

The Reference Group met again on 
23 August. This is now a group of 
thirty organisations representing the 
different aspects of the Sector and 
interested in looking at Good 
Practice and preparing for the next 
programme. Not everyone attends 
every  meeting but we do send out 
briefings and supplementary  papers. 
The meeting on 23 August caught 
up with current developments, and 
considered the setting up of several 
sub-groups, including one to look 
specifically at Environmental 
Issues. The next meeting will be on 
28 September 2012. 

Future ERDF Calls for projects
Priority 2:
•Speculative call:  Call detail and criteria are being 
drafted by PDT to manage risk under Priority 2 as 
agreed at the Local Monitoring Committee.  This draft 
will be submitted to ESSG for discussion in October. 
Priority 3:
•Following discussion with LCR LEP two calls have 
been developed for P3 and P4. These calls will be 
presented to the Performance and Monitoring Sub 
Committee on 5 September for endorsement.   They 
consist of:

•Strand 1a) Sustainable urban transport proposals. 
(Minimum application ERDF £500K, capital.)
•Strand 1b) Low carbon economy pilots schemes. 
(Minimum application ERDF £200K, capital and 
revenue.)
•Strand 2 Investment in key strategic sites. (Minimum 
application ERDF £500K.)
Priority 4:
•Support for creation of new workspace. (Minimum 
application £500K.)
Network for Europe will report on future calls as and 
when they are announced.



Partnership working 

Network for Europe believes in 
partnership working and works 
with NCVO and Euclid Network 
(ACEVO) as the two Strategic 
Partners leading on European 
Funding for the Office for Civil 
Society (OCS). We also link to 
similar infrastructure organisations 
in other parts of Europe, and are 
keen to learn from what works (and 
what doesn’t). We believe that the 
next Programme will build on the 
previous ones with a stronger role 
for civil society, less red tape and 
more focus on localism, as well as 
a significantly increased role for the 
Social Economy  so that we can 
tackle Economic, Social and 
Territorial Cohesion and deliver 
Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive 
Growth. Watch this space! 

Talent Match

Big Lottery Fund launched Talent 
Match to support young people into 
work with £100m avai lable 
covering 21 LEP areas, including 
Manchester and Liverpool City 
Regions. Following consultation 
with young people themselves the 
funding is to develop locally owned 
solutions to support 18-24 year olds 
not in work, education or training 
for over a year. In each area it will 
be lead by  a Voluntary  and 
Community Sector organisation but 
will work closely in Partnership 
with others and must involve young 
people themselves. The first stage 
p rov ides some fund ing fo r 
GMCVO (in Manchester) and 

Merseyside Expanding Horizons 
(in Liverpool) to put together a 
detailed proposal for the beginning 
of November. The main funding 
covers five years, likely to start the 
middle of 2013, and could reach 
£10m for Manchester and £6.6m 
for Liverpool City Regions. 
Liverpool held a meeting on 9 
August and Manchester will hold 
one on 13 September. Network for 
Europe will be working with the 
par tners and the lo t te ry  to 
encourage links with European 
Social Fund which in principle 
could lead to a further £10m in both 
Manchester and Liverpool. It is 
early days but we are optimistic 
about the possibility.

Liverpool Mayor

Liverpool City has an elected 
mayor and announced the Board of 
h i s M a y o r a l D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation (Claire Dove of 
Blackburn House is one of the 
seven members). He has also set up 
several mayoral Commissions. One 
of them, the Commission for 
Europe, headed by  Flo Clucas, 
includes Val Jones of Social 
Enterprise North West.

ESF Improving 
People’s Lives booklet 
2012-2013
This booklet sets out how the ESF 
is making real and sustained 
changes to the lives of unemployed 
or disadvantaged people. By 
focusing on those who need support 
the most, ESF is helping to tackle 
poverty  and promote social justice. 
At the same time, ESF also 
s u p p o r t s t h e G o v e r n m e n t ’s 
ambition to create a more educated 
workforce that  is the most flexible 

in Europe. The booklet also looks 
forward to the next round of ESF 
funding from 2014-2020. 
For further information please 
visit: http://tinyurl.com/esfipl

Euclid Network
We continue to work closely with 
the Euclid Network on planning for 
the next programme, in particular 
around Financial Instruments and 
the Social Business Initiative. We 
will be attending the European 
Commission’s Structured Dialogue 
(DG Regio) on the new programme 
with them in September. 

MEP Drop-in Session

To coincide with the Preston Guild 
and RISE Business Week in 
September 2012, the European 
Parliament Information Office in 
the UK will hold a Members of 
European Parliament (MEP) Drop-
in Session on 7 September 2012 
from 10.00am to 12 noon.
The Drop-in Session will be held at 
Cotton Court, Church Street, 
Preston, PR1 3BY (opposite Pole 
Street).
For further information please 
contact Cotton Court: 01772 
507767, Europe Direct: 01772 
653000 or European Parliament: 
0207 227 4300.

National Council for 
Voluntary 
Organisations (NCVO)
Network for Europe is working 
closely with the NCVO European 
Advisory  Group (was Third Sector 
European Network, TSEN), and on 
30 August was at the initial meeting 
of its sub-group which is looking at 
new possibilities for match funding. 

http://www.networkforeurope.eu/files/files/esf-booklet-12.pdf
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/files/files/esf-booklet-12.pdf


Evaluation of the 
ESF support to 
Lifelong Learning
A new evaluation report of how 
the European Social Fund (ESF) 
supports Lifelong Learning 
(LLL) during the 2000-06 and 
2007-13 programming periods. 
The report shows the significant 
role the ESF has in funding LLL 
initiatives across the EU.
LLL encompasses a broad range 
of interventions in support for 
individuals that  has a longer term 
o b j e c t i v e o f s u s t a i n a b l e 
employment with ongoing and 
p lanned suppor t a imed a t 
enhancing skills, learning and 
employability. Individuals are 
likely to participate in different 
forms of LLL provision over a 
period of time, ideally as a 
continuous joined up  pathway. 
The study looks at the impact of 
these activities for young people, 
older workers and people with 
basic skills.
This study focused on three target 
groups: young job seekers (up to 
the age of 24), low skilled 
w o r k e r s ( t h o s e w i t h 
qualifications up to ISCED level 
2) and older workers (55 plus). 
The focus of the study  has been 
on the economically active, ESF 
participants in work or actively 
seeking work. The study was 
based on ESF data sets, the 
European Union Labour Force 

Survey, reports and evaluations 
of ESF provision, and case study 
work in eight Member States: 
A u s t r i a , I t a l y, L i t h u a n i a , 
Netherlands, Poland, Spain, 
Sweden and the UK.
For further information please 
visit: http://tinyurl.com/esflll

Skills Funding 
Agency ESF Tender 
Round

The Skills Funding Agency  is one 
of the main Co-Financing 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s m a n a g i n g 
European Social Fund (ESF) in 
England. They have funding 
available for ESF Priority 2 
(which focuses on developing a 
skilled and adaptable workforce) 
fo r t he r ema inde r o f t he 
2007-2013 ESF Operational 
Programme. 
The Skills Funding Agency is 
planning to issue invitations to 
tender on November 14 2012 for 
the delivery of ESF funded 
provision to provide skills 
support for the workplace 
through Apprenticeships and 
related work place learning from 
April 2013.
The Agency will only issue 
invitations to tender to those 

organisations which are on the 
R e g i s t e r o f T r a i n i n g 
Organisations (the Register) at 
the time the invitation is issued 
i.e. 14 November 2012.
The Agency has now re-opened 
the Register application process. 
The closing date for applications 
is 17.00 on 1 October 2012.
Note: The Agency now requires 
s u b c o n t r a c t o r s w i t h a n 
aggregate contract value of 
£100,000 or more to complete 
the Agency’s Due Diligence 
Assurance Gateway for the 
Register for the first time.
Network for Europe is holding a 
series of briefing events in 
September 2012:
•Manchester, 10 September
•Chester, 12 September
•Wirral, 18 September
These events will give groups:
•an opportunity  to find out more 
about what the Agency is 
intending to procure in this 
round,
•a technical guide to how to 
register (so that you can receive 
an Invitation to Tender (ITT) 
directly from the Agency,
•the ability to assess if they  wish 
to respond directly to the 
invitation to tender or if they 
could take a sub-contractor or 
partnership approach.
To book your place follow the 
links on our website, here:
http://tinyurl.com/sfaesf

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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