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Head of ESF meets with VCS in 
the North West

On 27 January  2012, Network for Europe were 
pleased to host a visit  to Manchester from Angus 
Gray, the new head of European Social Fund (ESF) 
in the UK.
The day started with a visit to the Wai Yin Chinese 
Women Society  in Manchester. Based in the heart of 
Manchester's China Town the voluntary group had 
previously  very successfully  been running projects 
funded by both the Learning Skills Council 
(predecessor to the Skills Funding Agency) and 
Jobcentre Plus/DWP. In June 2008 Wai Yin won the 
Embracing Diversity  ESF award, the Provider 
Excellence ESF award and was runner up in the 
Innovation with Employers Award for the Women 
Construction Solutions project  which gave 120 
women the chance to gain basic skills, experience 
and work placements in the construction industry.
Like other voluntary sector organisations across the 
North West, Wai Yin has been finding it  increasingly 
challenging to engage with the ESF programme 
through both prime contracting and the Skills 

Funding Agency. Angus took part in an engaging 
discussion with senior members of staff at Wai Yin 
on the crucial role the sector has to play in delivering 
specialist support services through ESF to the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in our 
communities. During the discussion Angus also met 
beneficiaries who have successfully managed to get 
into full employment.
The day continued with a networking lunch with 
voluntary sector representatives from across the 
region, and also representatives from local 
authorities.
After lunch Angus attended one of the regular 
meetings Network for Europe has with the ESF Co-
Financing organisations in the North West (the Skills 
Funding Agency, JobcentrePlus/DWP and the 
National Offender Management Service). Main 
discussion items were the value of the role of the 
voluntary sector in the design and delivery of the 
ESF programme and its effective engagement in the 
current programme. Discussions also included the 
future programme of European Structural Funds 
2014-2020 and role of the voluntary  sector as a key 
partner in the design, implementation and delivery of 
the new programme.
Following on from this visit, Network for Europe 
will be submitting a response with detailed proposals 
on the consultation for the new 2014-2020 European 
Structural Funds expected to be launched by BIS in 
February-March 2012.

Welcome!
Welcome to the February edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on 
European issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.



ERDF Phasing In SC
Merseyside’s ERDF Phasing In 
sub-committee met on 9 February 
with a report on programme 
performance, a programme update, 
a discussion on remaining funding 
and likely outputs and results. For 
t h e F i n a n c i a l I n s t r u m e n t s , 
JESSICA on Merseyside was hoped 
to s ta r t very soon and the 
Consultants’ report on the issues 
with JEREMIE (the North West 
Fund) was expected in March. An 
issue around Procurement was 
raised and resolved. There was 
discussion on the large Bio-
Innovation centre bid. The revisions 
to the Tourism projects were not 
a g r e e d . N o r t h L i v e r p o o l 
Regeneration Company’s proposal 
for managed work space will 
proceed, although with reduced 
f u n d i n g . T h e r e w a s s o m e 
discussion on the next programme. 
The next meeting is on 31 May.

Strategy 2014-2020
On 13 Feb there was an all-day 
meeting of the sub-group from the 
ERDF Strategy sub-committee 
looking at the next programme 
2014-20 and lessons from the 
current one. There was much 
discussion and a paper will be 
prepared to go to the Regional 

Leaders Board and to the Local 
Management Committee. The next 
Programme needs to fit with the 
emerging LEP priorities as well as 
recognising the substantial changes 
that are planned for the 2014-20 
programme, including a stronger 
role for civil society and Social 
Business, Social Innovation, 
Simplification, a stronger role for 
Financial Instruments (including 
those being developed for the 
Voluntary and Community Sector), 
Transition Areas, better connections 
and joint working between the 
funds (including ESF and ERDF), 
m o r e l o c a l i s m , i n c l u d i n g 
C o m m u n i t y l e d L o c a l 
Development, and Integrated 
Development for City Regions, and 
a stronger focus on what is 
delivered, for example in the Joint 
Action Plans. The underlying role 
of the Structural Funds is to bring 
about Social, Economic and 
Territorial Cohesion, delivering on 
Europe 2020 - smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth. With the 
challenges of unemployment, the 
move to a low carbon economy, and 
the continuing problems of the 
f i n a n c i a l s e c t o r , t h e n e x t 
programme cannot be more of the 
same, but has to bring about 
substantial change. The next 
meeting will be on 20 March 2012.

European Cooperation 
Group
The European Co-operation Group 
(ECG) met in Blackpool on 27 
February where it  considered plans 
for the next Programme, a report 
from the Atlantic Strategy Group 
and an update on transnational 
activities.

ERDF Monitoring 
Committee
The ERDF Local Monitoring 
Committee (LMC) has been 
postponed from 20 March to 30 
April to give more time to develop 
ideas for the remainder of the 
programme. 

Strategic Partners - 
Europe

Network for Europe took part  in 
discussions on 3 February  around 
the new programme with Strategic 
Partners from the Voluntary  Sector 
and the Office for Civil Society and 
also took part in the NCVO Euclid 
event on 15 March (see report in 
the next issue) and will be involved 
in the event on 27 April. 

Simplifying Cohesion Policy for 
2014-2020 Brochure
A Communication was recently adopted by 
the European Commission, dedicated to simplification 
in all policy areas to draw stakeholders' attention to the 
key aspects of simplification included in the regulatory 
proposals for the next Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020.
In view of the preparations of the next programming 
period, the brochure Simplifying Cohesion Policy  for 
2014-2020 explains to the beneficiaries and managing 
authorities in the European Union the main practical 
improvements proposed in terms of simplification as 
regards Cohesion Policy.

Simplification is a joint responsibility  for all cohesion 
policy stakeholders. Network for Europe is keen to 
keep  this core principle firmly on the agenda as the 
new structural funds are being negotiated. The 
potential of these simplification proposals to ease the 
administrative burden on beneficiaries has been 
estimated to be substantial and we all need to ensure 
that adequate attention is paid to simplification in the 
des ign and implementat ion of operat ional 
programmes.
The document can be downloaded from here:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/
informat/2014/simplification_en.pdf
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ERDF Strategy Sub 
Group
The ERDF Strategy Sub Group met 
on 23 February with a continuing 
desire to move forward effectively 
for the rest of the Programme. The 
Local Monitoring Committee was 
being put back to the end of April 
to give sufficient  time to assess the 
re-quantification (revision of 
expected outputs and results), and 
to look at what  changes needed to 
be recommended by the LMC for 
negotiation with the European 
Commission.
It was expected that there would be 
at least £70m still to be spent 
(including taking into account 
previous exchange rates benefits). 
The Priority 4 and 5 bidding rounds 
were underway, and the ERDF 
PDT Secretariat  were confident  that 
projects could be assessed with a 
quick turnaround, leading to 
approvals. There were expected to 
be a number of targeted bidding 
rounds under Priority One (high 
growth enterprises) likely to start 
w i t h a c a l l f o r e n h a n c i n g 
Manufacturing Advisory Services 
and a call for Growth Hubs in the 
five LEP sub-regions. There was 
discussion around the potential for 
work on Supply Chains for 
Manufacturing as well as the 
possibilities for transport activities. 
LEPs would be putting together 
wish-lists of suitable potential 
projects for the remainder of the 
programme. The consultants’ report 
on the JEREMIE funding was 
awaited and there was an update on 
d i s c u s s i o n s f o r t h e n e x t 
programme. The next meeting is on 
3 April 2012.

ERDF bidding rounds
A Technical Assistance bidding 
round is underway, with results 
hoped to be announced by the end 
of March. This is an important 
round for Network for Europe, as 

our core funding comes from 
E R D F a n d E S F Te c h n i c a l 
Assistance.
There was also a call for Priority 4 
bids, as previously  publicised, with 
a preference for partnership bids at 
sub-regional level. 

New guide: EU 
funding opportunities 
for SMEs

A new guide has been produced by 
the European Commission which 
aims to present the European 
programmes available to SMEs and 
contains brief information as well 
as the main web sites for each 
programme.
The assistance schemes in this 
guide have been divided into the 
following four categories:
•Thematic funding opportunities
•Structural funds
•Financial instruments
•S u p p o r t f o r t h e 
internationalisation of SMEs
For further information please visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/
newsroom/cf / i temdetai l .cfm?
item_id=5778&lang=en 

Higher Apprenticeship 
Fund
The Higher Apprenticeship Fund is 
looking to place investments which 
will create well regarded, high 
profile and sustainable Higher 
Apprenticeship programmes, based 
o n e m p l o y e r d e m a n d , a n d 
involving partnerships between 
business and education.
Through the Higher Apprenticeship 
Fund round two the National 
Apprenticeship Service will target a 
number of sectors to increase the 
development and delivery of 

Higher Apprenticeships across the 
BIS growth sectors.
Invitations to Tender must be 
submitted on or before 23 March 
2012 at 17.00pm.
For further information, visit: 
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/
higher-apprenticeship-fund-r2

ESF Community 
Learning Grants - 
Round 2
Round 2 of ESF Community 
Learning grants has opened. 
Community Learning Grants in the 
North West are small grants up to a 
maximum of £12,000 available to 
community  groups funded by the 
European Social Fund.
ESF Community Grants will 
support a range of activities aimed 
at assisting the disadvantaged or 
excluded to move closer to the 
labour market by improving their 
access to mainstream ESF and 
domestic employment and skills 
provision. Activities supported may 
include:
•Initial help with basic skills
•Taster work experience including 
voluntary work
•Training, advice and counselling
•Jobsearch assistance including the 
provision of equipment and other 
assistance necessary to secure 
employment
•Confidence building
•First contact engagement activities
Deadline for receipt of applications 
for this round is 5:00pm 4 May 
2012.
For fu r ther in format ion on 
Community Learning Grants please 
v i s i t : h t t p : / / nw.wea .o rg .uk /
esf_grants/about.php
Please note that the application 
form and guidance has slightly 
changed from the first round, for 
updated documentation and an 
application pack please visit:
http://nw.wea.org.uk/esf_grants/
how_to_apply.php
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Cheshire West and 
Chester Funding Fair

Network for Europe recently  took 
part in a Voluntary  Sector 
Funding Fair at Ellesmere Port’s 
Civic Hall, organised by the 
Ellesmere Port and Neston 
Association of Voluntary & 
Communi ty Organ i sa t i ons 
(EPNAVCO).
Keynote presentations came from 
Andy Myers from the Big Lottery 
Fund, Angeliki Stogia from 
Network for Europe and Jeff 
Scales from Locality.
The event featured workshops 
run by a wide variety of 
organisations including Comic 
Re l i e f , The John Moores 
Foundation, The Arts Council, 
and Lloyds TSB.  The Workers 
Educational Alliance (WEA) also 
ran a workshop  on the ESF 
Community Learning Grants 
Programme in the North West.

For more information about the 
work of EPNAVCO, visit their 
website at: www.epnavco.org.uk
For more information about the 
E S F C o m m u n i t y G r a n t s 
Programme in the North West, 
visit the WEA website at:
http://nw.wea.org.uk/esf_grants

Skills Funding 
Agency 
Subcontractor 
Register 2011/12
In line with the intentions of the 
Government’s Transparency 
Agenda, the Skills Funding 
Agency have published a list of 
subcontractors with an aggregate 
contract value of £100,000 and 
over, together with details of their 
lead provider.
The list is compiled from 
information submitted by lead 
providers and is a snapshot taken 
at 10 January 2012.
The Agency co l l ec t s t h i s 
information from the sector 
through the Subcontractor 
Declarat ion which is then 
collated and aggregated into the 
Subcontractor Register. It is 

hoped that by sharing the details 
of the 2011/12 subcontractor 
declarations, the Agency  will 
provide a national picture of the 
Agency’s wider supply chain.
As well as demonstrating the 
diversity  and breadth of the 
supply chain, the purpose of 
giving this national overview is 
to assist  lead providers the 
Agency directly  contracts with in 
their due diligence checks. This 
subcontractor information will 
enable lead providers to build a 
better understanding of the 
capacity of subcontractors, prior 
to entering into a commercial and 
legally binding relationship.
T h e A g e n c y i s c u r r e n t l y 
reviewing its position in relation 
to subcontracting and further 
information will be available in 
t h e r e v i s e d F u n d i n g 
Requirements due out in early 
April 2012.
To view the register and the 
Frequently Asked Questions 
document, visit:
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/
s k i l l s - f u n d i n g - a g e n c y -
subcontractor-register-201112

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu

 Post:  151 Dale Street
   Liverpool
   L2 2AH
 Telephone: 0151 237 3972
 Fax:   0151 237 3973
 E-mail: info@networkforeurope.eu
 Website: www.networkforeurope.eu
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
 Twitter: @network4europe

Coming up...
Network for Europe is holding a series of small discussion meetings to look at lessons from the current ESF and 
ERDF programmes and thoughts for the next. Our preference is to work with other organisations, so that  we 
deliver the discussions, while they arrange publicity, venue, etc. For more information, or to arrange one of 
your own, please contact Network for Europe on 0151 237 3972  or email info@networkforeurope.eu
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