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Working with the LEPs
Following the Heseltine Report, the BIS roadshows 
last year clearly showed that the Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs) will be the fundamental building 
blocks for the 2014-20 programme. It is clear (as in 
our November bulletin, here: http://tinyurl.com/
cb4e3l6 that the LEPs will need wider support  for 
this, and will need to properly involve the other 
Partners - not  least the Voluntary and Community 
Sector. BIS sent a letter to the LEPs on 7 February.  
It is expected that further guidance from BIS to the 
LEPs will be sent out, probably towards the end of 
March, with more detailed guidance in early 
summer.

Each LEP will need to prepare a European 
Investment Strategy  (fitting with their wider 
economic strategic plan), reflecting the interests of a 
broad range of partners, including civil society. Each 
LEP area is different, and there are expected to be a 
range of actions, in particular focussed on smart 
specialisation. Here in the North West we have an 
advantage, in that the five LEPs cover the five sub 
regions, with two City  Deals and three Transition 
Areas. The position in other parts of the country is 
often less clear cut.

Partnership

One of the requirements of the next Programme will 
be a Code of Conduct on Partnership. For England, 
BIS is working on this, and there is expected to be a 
consultation in late Spring. To assist  this process, a 
draft fiche (annex) has been produced by the 
European Commission. This considers the three 
main groups of Partners (Regional and other Public 
Authorities; Economic and Social Partners - 
representatives of employers and employees, 
including social enterprise; and Third Sector - Civil 
Society, voluntary  organisations environmental 
partners, and bodies promoting equality). These 
partners need to be involved and consulted 
throughout the whole process of preparing and 
delivering next programme. As always, there needs 
to be a proper representation of Partners on the 
Programme Monitoring Committee (and by 
extension all other sub-committees), and there 
should be proper representation of men and women. 
Download the document, here: http://tinyurl.com/
cj8t9th (Note - although the MFF budget is almost 
approved, we are still waiting for approval of the 
Regulations, so currently we have to deal with many 
documents which are draft or provisional.)

Welcome!
Welcome to the February edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on 
European issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.

http://tinyurl.com/cb4e3l6
http://tinyurl.com/cb4e3l6
http://tinyurl.com/cb4e3l6
http://tinyurl.com/cb4e3l6
http://tinyurl.com/cj8t9th
http://tinyurl.com/cj8t9th
http://tinyurl.com/cj8t9th
http://tinyurl.com/cj8t9th


Community-Led Local 
Development
On 6 February there was a Seminar 
o n C o m m u n i t y L e d L o c a l 
Development (CLLD) held in 
Brussels for the Member States. It 
was attended by Managing Agents 
from the Countries and by the four 
Directorate Generals responsible 
for the Structural Funds (Regio, 
Empl, Agri, Mare). A draft version 
of the Guidance was made 
available, together with various 
presentations. The European 
Commission sees CLLG as an 
impor tant par t of the next 
p r o g r a m m e , b a s e d o n i t s 
considerable success over the last 
20 years in producing partnerships 
to use European and other monies 
to bring about local development.
http://tinyurl.com/cvloxel

ERDF PMSC
The ERDF Performance and 
Monitoring sub-committee met on 
7 February. There was an update 
on the p rogramme and i t s 
performance and on the various 
calls for Projects. Approximately 
£569.3m (of £648.4m) was 
committed with a further £116.7m 
in the pipeline (including recent 
calls). With the £15m returned 
from the NW Fund, attention is 
now focussed on maximising 
c l a i m s t o a v o i d a n y d e -
c o m m i t m e n t . Wi t h t h e r e -
quantified Programme (reduced 
outputs and results) numbers 
contracted are higher than the 
programme targets but many 
projects are still behind on forecast 

delivery. Error rates are 1.37%, 
below the national rate of 2.99%. 
The old DCLG website (with 
ERDF) had been closed down, 
with a new cover-all website. This 
is not easy  to use but should 
become easier shortly. There was a 
review on progress with SuperFast 
Broadband. England received State 
Aid approval from Europe for rural 
areas which lead to Lancashire and 
Cumbria receiving their individual 
approvals in January (but Cumbria 
still needs major project approval). 
C h e s h i r e , M a n c h e s t e r a n d 
M e r s e y s i d e p r o p o s a l s a r e 
progressing. The next meeting will 
be on 26 March.

ERDF Technical Group 
P3/P4 bids
As part of the processing of the 
Merseyside Priority  3 and Priority 
4 bids, the Merseyside Technical 
Group  with the Local Authorities’ 
Regeneration Directors and LEP 
met on 12 February  to review 
progress.  The next meeting will be 
on 9 April.

ERDF Technical Group
Merseyside Technical Group  (the 
sub-group  of Merseyside Phasing 
In sub-committee) met  on 26 
February.
It looked at the University 
extension requests, and received an 
update on the P3 and P4 calls, 
There was an update on the Place 
Marketing Call issued on 28 
January and a presentation on the 
Environmental Sustainability 
Project (NESTA) funded through 

Technical Assistance. The next 
meeting will be on 16 April.

Final ESF ITM

The final meeting of England’s 
ESF Innovative, Transnational and 
Mainstreaming Programme took 
place in London on 27 February, in 
the presence of the desk officer 
from the European Commission. 
These transnational projects are an 
important part of ESF and exist to 
test out new ideas, working with 
other countries and mainstreaming 
the results. A small team based in 
Birmingham has provided the 
Secre ta r ia t and the re were 
activities around six themes 
(Inclusion, Demographic Change, 
Digital Divide, Climate Change, 
Social Enterprise, Employers). The 
meeting was celebratory with a 
strong contingent from Merseyside 
(including the Inclusion project run 
by Expanding Horizons and the 
Social Enterprise one from 
SENW). Further information is 
available through the always useful 
ESF Works site at http://www.esf-
works.com. We look forward to 
future innovative transnational 
projects in the next Programme. 

EAPN
European Anti-Poverty  Network -
England met in Liverpool again on 
7 February. The next meeting will 
be 18 April.

Structured Dialog
Working with Euclid Network, Network for Europe 
was please to be invited again to attend DG Regio’s 
Structured Dialog on 5 February. The meeting was 
primarily  to discuss the Code of Conduct on 
Partnership, with representatives across Europe from 
Civil Society, NGOs and the Social Partners.

Regional Action West Midlands
West Midlands Voluntary Sector held an event on 4 
February, supported by  National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) and Network for 
Europe to look at the Heseltine Report. working with 
the Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), and issues 
arising from the BIS Roadshows.
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European Economic 
Strategy Group
The European Economic Strategy 
Group  (as a sub group of the ERDF 
Local Management Committee) 
met on 28 February  with a 
p r o g r a m m e u p d a t e a n d a 
consideration of the pipeline of 
projects being considered. There 
was also discussion on progress 
with the next programme 2014-20. 
The next meeting will be on 18 
April.

EU Reference Group

T h e Vo l u n t a r y S e c t o r E U 
Reference Group  met on 26 
February  looking at the latest 
developments in the preparations 
for the next  programme, including 
Preparatory Fiche 1 on the Code of 
Conduct on Partnership  and the 
dra f t common guidance on 
C o m m u n i t y - L e d L o c a l 
Development. The next meeting 
will be on 22 March. For further 
information, contact:
info@networkforeurope.eu

Financial Instruments

As part of preparations for the next 
Programme, Network for Europe is 
represented on the FI group which 
had its first meeting at BIS on 18 
February. There was a wide 
attendance, and it was agreed to 
work up more information on 
developing low carbon firms and 
jobs through social housing, as well 
a s t h e r a n g e o f F i n a n c i a l 
Instruments which had been 
discussed last summer (including 

potentially linking with social 
banks). Draft documents were 
prepared for tight deadlines, but 
more work will need to be done. It 
may  be that some testing of this 
work could be done in the current 
programming period, as has been 
achieved in Wales.

Working with BIS
Sandra Turner from NCVO is 
seconded to BIS Government 
Department as part of the team to 
help  develop the next programme 
(including a representative from the 
Universities, one from the NE 
Local Authorities, and also Simon 
Nokes from Manchester New 
Economy - part time). We have 
been working with Sandra, linking 
to other organisations across the 
country, pooling expertise, and 
working to often tight deadlines.

Seven Year Budget

On 8 February, the Council of 
Ministers agreed the 2014-20 
Multi-Annual Financial Framework 
(MFF) which gives us a budget for 
the next programme. It still has to 
be approved by  the European 
Parliament (they can either accept 
or reject it), but this is a major step 
forward and allows more detailed 
planning to take place. The 
agreement confirmed the Transition 
Areas (for us, these are Cumbria, 
Lancashire and Merseyside) as well 
as the total funding for the the three 
areas (less developed - below 75% 
GDP, transition - between 75 and 
90, and more developed - above 
90). It was agreed that Climate 
action objectives will represent at 
least 20% of EU spending, and 
there wil l be a new Youth 
Employment Initiative for those 

areas with youth unemployment 
above 25%. Further details in our 
bulletin dated 11 February, here: 
http://tinyurl.com/cuho4yf

Wales Wellbeing 
Bond
Our colleagues in Wales (WCVA - 
Wales Council for Voluntary 
Action) have developed a Bond 
which is funded by ERDF and 
supported by Local Authorities and 
Health Authorities. It is controlled 
by WCVA, and is there to 
encourage innovation by the VCS, 
in particular by putting together 
initial loan funding to allow 
organisations to take on and 
develop new services which, once 
they have been proved, can 
generate income from the Local 
Authorities or Health Sector. This 
can be seen as a trial for the new 
Financial Instruments for the 
Sector which will be available from 
Europe for the next Programme. 
View the document here: http://
tinyurl.com/d86ujsv. (Incidentally, 
the draft Operational Programme 
for Wales has been available since 
mid January  at http://tinyurl.com/
cgc9k8q)

Re-quantification

We understand that the re-
quantification of the ERDF North 
West programme was finally 
a g r e e d b y t h e E u r o p e a n 
Commission at the end of February. 
This reduces the outputs and results 
( j o b s , e n t e r p r i s e s u p p o r t , 
brownfield sites etc) to more 
manageable numbers and also 
transfers some monies between the 
five Priorities of the Programmes. 
This is a significant move, and this 
is the only  time it will take place in 
the current programme.
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ERDF P2 - Call for 
Projects
This call aims to develop 
Merseys ide ’s capac i ty t o 
p r o d u c e a n d e x p l o i t 
commercially valuable research 
and development relevant to its 
business base. It  also aims to 
develop  and exploit ‘near-
market’ technologies that can be 
translated into economical 
valuable products and processes.
The focus is to provide support 
to Merseyside’s small and 
medium-sized businesses to 
make full use of the regional 
knowledge base in higher 
education institutes, research 
institutes and private sector firms 
in order to improve productivity.
The total ERDF budget for this 
call is around £7 million for both 
capital and revenue activity. The 
call will be competitive and 
within this only component bids 
request ing a minimum of 
£500,000 ERDF funding will be 
accepted for consideration.
Applicants will need to have in 
place eligible match funding for 
the balance of costs which must 
be from a source other than the 
European Union.
Applicants are required to 
provide written confirmation 
from the Liverpool City Region 
local enterprise partnership on 
how the proposal meets local 

priorities and integrates or adds 
value to existing national and 
local business support structures.
Local support in relation to this 
call is through ERDF technical 
assistance-funded colleagues in 
Merseyside. See detailed in 
section 7.2 (support).
Applicants must engage with 
technical assistance staff and the 
Liverpool City  Region local 
enterprise partnership before 
submitting an application.
Outline applications for all calls 
should be submitted on the 
ou t l ine app l ica t ion fo rm. 
Applicants should also complete 
t h e o u t l i n e a p p l i c a t i o n , 
deliverables, costs and funding 
annex. The forms and guidance 
on completing them is available 
in the detailed guide ERDF: 
national guidance.
For further information about 
this call, visit:
http://tinyurl.com/c8ngzj7

Leipzig-Halle
A recent ruling on State Aids is 
causing some concern. Funding 
for a southern runway for 
Leipzig Halle was decided in 
2004 and subsequently  DHL 
moved its air freight hub there. 
A final legal decision was only 
made last December. This 
implies that the transfer of state 
resources to a public body which 
operates within a commercial 

market is subject to the State Aid 
test, as is construction of an 
infrastructure which will then be 
used commercially.
Local Authorities and other 
public bodies are now reviewing 
the case and its implications to 
ensure they are not at risk under 
State Aid rules. If a project is 
found to be State Aid, then it 
might be a Service of General 
Economic Interest (SGEI), may 
come under a General Block 
Exemption, or may  need to be 
notified to the Commission. 
Wherever possible, it is best to 
identify potential State Aid 
issues at a very early stage in 
preparing a project.  The full 
document can be viewed here:
http://tinyurl.com/cqw9tj8

ESF Participant Data
Please note the change in policy- 
with effect from 1 March 2013, 
all organisations in receipt of 
ESF funding will be required to 
submit learner and output 
information relating to delivery 
statement data.
This is required to provide 
increased assurance for both 
providers and the Agency  in 
preparation for future audits and 
will help to identify data issues 
at an early stage.
Should you have any queries, 
please contact your relationship 
team in the first instance.

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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