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ERDF - Open Calls
Applications are invited for funding from ERDF 
under Priorities 4 and 5. Information is on the 
Department for Communities and Local Government 
(CLG) website at:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/regeneration/
regenerationfunding/europeanregionaldevelopment/
ERDF Priority 4 - Business start-up support in 
disadvantaged communities and for groups 
under-represented in enterprise.
This is for intensive pre-start, start-up support and 
support for enterprises up to three years since start  of 
trading. It can include awareness raising, workshops, 
one to one support, marketing and other planning. 
There is a list of the worst-off areas (key target 
wards - about half of the North West population). 
The document refers to groups underperforming in 
business start-up - women, BME communities, 
people with disabilities, social enterprise, young 
people, older workers, lone parents, offenders, ex-
offenders, asylum seekers and refugees.
Sub-regional bids are requested. There is £1 million 
available for Merseyside and £16m for the four sub-
regions in the rest of the North West. It  is expected 
that these will be partnership bids, fitting into 
strategies for the sub-regions and with the relevant 
Local Enterprise Partnership  (LEP). Up to half of the 
funds will come from ERDF, so the applicant will 
need to show that they have secured the other half 
(match funding).

While there may just be one bid each from Cheshire 
& Warrington, Cumbria, Greater Manchester and 
Lancashire, there could be more bids - but  they will 
need to show how they fit together strategically.
The funding is to support people from geographical 
communities and communities of interest with 
enterprise start-up support, so we would expect  that 
the other partners will value the involvement of the 
voluntary and community sector organisations, with 
their experience of working with the more 
disadvantaged and their ability  to connect. There 
could be some really good partnership bids. We are 
strongly advising anyone interested in being 
involved with this round to contact the other players 
in their sub-region, to work collaboratively  together 
on one or more bids.
For Merseyside, much of the funding has been 
committed. For the last  year, three linked projects 
have been under discussion - two of them are 
approved, with the third due shortly. The three bids 
complement each other, two led by voluntary 
organisations and the third by a local authority. 
Every  bid funds a variety  of voluntary sector 
organisations. Similar kinds of partnership model 
might be used on the other sub-regions, tailored for 
local circumstances. The remaining ERDF funding 
for Merseyside is to fill gaps, perhaps with specific 
communities of interest. There might be one or 
several bids, but they will need to link to the existing 
provision.

Welcome!
Welcome to the January edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on 
European issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.

Continues overleaf...
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Services of General 
Economic Interest
Services of General Economic 
Interest (SGEI) are those services 
that need to be available, but which 
are not provided by  market forces 
alone (or at least not affordably or 
not available to all), so may need 
support. Examples range from 
public transport, such as the West 
Coast Line, healthcare, childcare 
and care for the elderly, support for 
people with disabilities, social 
h o u s i n g , p o s t a l s e r v i c e s , 
universities, training and education. 
There are State Aid competition 
issues, but a need for efficient, 
q u a l i t y p r o v i s i o n - t h e 
modernisation of such services can 
boost growth and lead to more 
social cohesion. The Commission 
Decision of 20 December, together 
w i t h t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g 
communication is designed to cut 
red tape by simplifying State Aid 
r u l e s , r e d u c i n g a d v a n c e 
notifications and exempting many 
services. They describe the different 
kinds of services and the reform of 
public procurement rules. For social 
and health services there will be a 
lighter control regime and in order 
to have a quality  approach, the 
reform promotes the use of the 
economically  most advantageous 

tender criteria, not on the basis of 
lowest price alone. New rules will 
ensure that public authorities can 
consider the life cycle of the 
requested products, services or 
works, so that  contracts are not 
awarded on cheapest price only, but 
adequately consider environmental 
and societal considerations. 
This proposal for the reform of 
public procurement is one of the 
twelve key actions from the Single 
Market Act. It is part of a broader 
commitment to put the social 
economy and social innovation at 
the heart of work under the Europe 
2020 strategy, supporting the 
development of new and socially 
innovative ways of doing business 
and providing services.

JEREMIE
Ekos Consultants have now been 
appointed to look at the operation 
of the Jeremie North West Fund and 
suggest any  improvements. A report 
is expected for the next Local 
Monitoring Committee in March 
2012.

ERDF Strategy Group
The fourth meeting of the ERDF 
Strategy Group was on 10 January, 
with a further meeting on 23 
January. There was a presentation 

from the Homes and Communities 
Agency  (through a stewardship 
model, responsible regionally for 
NW Assets such as land bought 
using RDA funds and JESSICA). 
The regional business support 
pipeline was discussed, with a 
meeting due on 1 February for the 
LEPs to discuss the development of 
Growth Hubs. There was discussion 
on the proposed P5 call and an 
update on progress with the 
consultants for the report  on the 
NW Fund. The second meeting 
started with a verbal report from 
Ekos, followed by  an update on re-
quantification and the business 
s u p p o r t p i p e l i n e a n d t h e n 
considered the calls for P4 and P5. 
The next meeting will be 23 
February 2012.

NCVO - European 
Funding Network
The National Council of Voluntary 
Organisations (NCVO) advisory 
group (previously Third Sector 
European Network, TSEN) met 
again in Birmingham on 13 
January. Funded by national ESF 
Technical Assistance. The meeting 
considered ESF sub-committees 
and best practice.
The next meeting has been arranged 
for 9 March 2012 in Liverpool.

Forms and deadlines (Continued from page 1)
Details are on the CLG website. Both Stage 1 and 
Stage 2 application forms have to be submitted before 
noon on 2 March 2012. No money can be spent until 
formal written approval is received, but it is hoped 
start dates could be May 2012, with projects running 
to June 2015.
If you are interested, in the first  instance please contact 
Network for Europe on 0151 237 3972 or email 
info@networkforeurope.eu
For the full application pack, please email 
ola.dykes@communities.gsi.gov.uk
The ERDF Team at CLG are intending to process 
these bids rapidly. This means that all relevant 
information must be on the forms, which must be 
submitted before the deadline. The stage 1 form covers 
basic eligibility such as match funding and track 

record, while stage 2 goes into more detail including 
effectiveness and quality.
ERDF available
Maximum ERDF amounts available as below. 
Minimum is £500,000 ERDF (so minimum bid of 
£1m). Bids expected to cover about three years.
£8.0m Manchester
£4.9m Lancashire
£1.9m Cheshire and Warrington
£1.2m Cumbria
£1.0m Merseyside
ERDF Priority Five
There is also a call for bids for Technical Assistance to 
support the programme, with a two week deadline.
ERDF Priority One
It is likely that there will be a call, perhaps in March 
for bids to support higher growth enterprises.
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Lancashire BME Pact 
Funding Fair

On 13 December staff from 
Network for Europe attended 
Lancashire BME Pact’s Funding 
Fair in Oswaldtwistle.  The event 
was attended by a wide range of 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s f r o m a c r o s s 
Lancashire.
For more information on the work 
of Lancashire BME Pact, visit:
h t t p : / / w w w. l a n c a s h i r e - b m e -
pact.org.uk

Boost for Merseyside 
Enterprises
Two consortium projects led by  the 
Voluntary Sector have just been 
agreed totalling £7.2m ERDF. They 
originally  date from late 2010 and 
are part of three strategic bids for 
Merseyside under Priority 4 (P4), 
focussing on business support in 
the worst-off areas and for 
disadvantaged groups. The third 
project, led by Liverpool City 
Council but expected to sub-
contract to a variety of voluntary 
organisations, is hoped to be 
approved by March.
Network for Europe and Social 
Enterprise North West (SENW) 
held a joint event in November 
2010 to discuss P4, and it became 
apparent from the 70 attending that 
there would be plenty of match 
funding available. With strong 
support from the ERDF Secretariat 
a detailed bid was prepared, 
including advertising in the Official 
Journal. Despite delays with the 
Secretariat’s move to CLG and the 
loss of the funding for the Rest of 
the North West, the project has now 
been approved for £3.3m ERDF 
(£6.6m total). It  focusses on initial 

support for people considering 
business startups, as well as further 
support for social enterprises. 
While SENW leads, the work is 
contracted out to seventeen other 
organisations, almost all of them 
Voluntary Sector.
Meanwhile, nine organisations had 
bid under a P4 call in 2010, and 
Network for Europe held several 
meetings with them, encouraging 
partnership working for a joint bid. 
This has now been approved, with 
£3.874m ERDF (£7.75m total) to 
support the development of small 
and medium sized enterprises on 
Merseyside, including social 
enterprises. The consortium is led 
by Alt Valley  Community Trust and 
includes Plus Dane Group, Wirral 
Biz, Inclusive Access, Blue Orchid, 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 
a n d M u s l i m E n t e r p r i s e 
Development Service.
The three ERDF funded projects 
complement each other, and they 
meet to share experience to ensure 
no duplication, working together 
strategically and efficiently.

Grundtvig Project for 
Eldonians

Merseyside-based social enterprise 
Eldonian Group Ltd (EGL) has 
successfully launched an EU 
Lifelong Learning Project under the 
Grundtvig programme, and has 
been awarded €296,704. Called 
Place and Train, it seeks to supply  a 
p r o d u c t w h i c h w i l l a s s i s t 
professionals supporting people 
with mental health barriers to 
access placements (paid work, 
v o l u n t a r y  w o r k , t r a i n i n g , 
education) and then continue in 
lifelong learning whilst there.  The 

project was launched in December 
2011 at an event in Liverpool, with 
partners from the UK (Eldonian 
Group  and Mersey Care Trust), 
Netherlands, Lithuania, Spain, and 
Greece. The project manager form 
EGL, Ian Merrison, also attended 
the annual EACEA conference for 
contracted l i felong learning 
providers and national agencies in 
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 2 .  F o r m o r e 
information, contact Ian Merrison 
at the Eldonians on 0151 207 5181.

ERDF PMSC 
T h e E R D F P e r f o r m a n c e 
Monitoring Sub-Committee met on 
24 January  in Blackburn. There 
was an update on progress, 
including integration of ERDF 
processes across the eight regional 
teams by the end of March, calls 
for Technical Assistance, review of 
l i k e l y  s p e n d a n d o u t p u t s 
(quantification) and additional 
audits. Two Priority 4 projects were 
endorsed (both voluntary  sector 
led) and a maritime project was 
extended. There was a report on 
contracted outputs, results, and on 
performance of key projects, as 
well as a paper showing how much 
money  remained uncommitted, 
with an update on each priority. 
There was also a report  on the 
p r o g r e s s w i t h S u p e r F a s t 
Broadband bids (against the P2 
allocation of £40m ERDF). The 
next meeting is on 27 March 2012.

ESF 
On 27 January, Network for Europe 
were pleased to host a visit to 
Manchester from Angus Grey, the 
new head of ESF in the UK. He 
visited the Wai Yin Chinese Women 
Society in Manchester, had lunch 
w i t h v o l u n t a r y s e c t o r 
representatives and attended one of 
the regular meetings we have with 
t h e E S F C o - F i n a n c i n g 
organisations.

http://www.lancashire-bme-pact.org.uk
http://www.lancashire-bme-pact.org.uk
http://www.lancashire-bme-pact.org.uk
http://www.lancashire-bme-pact.org.uk


Technical Group 
The Merseyside ERDF Technical 
Group  met on 30 January, with a 
presentation from Enworks, who 
have been delivering support for 
enterprises to save money while 
tackling low carbon issues. There 
was discussion on the P4 and P5 
calls and it was confirmed that 
while P1 money was available, 
more discussion would be needed 
before a call. There was some 
discussion on possible LEP and 
local partner priorities for 
business support, and an update 
on the status of projects. The next 
meeting is on 22 February 2012.

Strategic Partners - 
Europe
As part of the UK Government’s 
Strategic Partners Programme for 
v o l u n t a r y  s e c t o r s u p p o r t 
organisations, we have been 
work ing c lose ly  wi th the 
National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations (NCVO) and The 
Euclid Network. The next 
seminar in London, on Social 
Business and Social Innovation, 
is on 15 March, with a wide array 
of speakers, Including Nick 
Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, 
Gareth Thomas, Shadow Minister 

for Civil Society, and Gregoire 
Schoeller, from the European 
Commission’s DG Market. Book 
your place at:
http://europeanspring.eventbrite.co.uk

TLI Results
Results have been announced for 
t h e T r a n s f o r m i n g L o c a l 
Infrastructure (TLI) funding from 
the Lottery. This money required 
partnership bids from areas of 
England. Fifteen bids (of thirty 
five) in the North West were 
successful, 8 of 11 in Greater 
M a n c h e s t e r , 2 o f 5 i n 
Merseyside, none in Cumbria, 2 
of 3 in Cheshire, and 3 of 3 in 
Lancash i r e . Work i s now 
underway to put the proposals 
into practice.

Transnational Visits
Following on from Social 
Enterprise North West’s ESF 
programme, Chara Trust and the 
Barka Foundation in Poland have 
been working together with a 
study visit from Barka to England 
due in February. Meanwhile, 
Centrum Pisop, also from 
Wielkopolska in Poland are 
planning their next visit in 
March, to Wales and England.

Seminars 
In January  Network for Europe 
held seminars in Manchester, 
Preston, Liverpool and Wirral 
( w i t h S E N W, V S N W a n d 
VCAW)  about the planned 
ERDF P4 bidding round, and 
looking at best practice for the 
next programme. Speakers at the 
the seminar on 18 January  in 
Manchester included Ian Hill 
from Cumbria, Tony Venables 
from ECAS, and Stephen Cox 
(who was involved in the 
research on community led local 
development).

Discussion Meetings 
Network for Europe is holding a 
series of small discussion 
meetings to look at lessons from 
the current ESF and ERDF 
programmes and thoughts for the 
next. Our preference is to work 
with other organisations so that 
we deliver the discussions while 
they  arrange publicity, venue, etc. 
For more information, or to 
arrange one of your own, please 
contact Network for Europe on 
0151 237 3972 or email:
info@networkforeurope.eu

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu

 Post:  151 Dale Street
   Liverpool
   L2 2AH
 Telephone: 0151 237 3972
 Fax:   0151 237 3973
 E-mail: info@networkforeurope.eu
 Website: www.networkforeurope.eu
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
 Twitter: @network4europe

Coming up...
A European Spring: Shape the European Social Innovation and Social Business Agenda
Delivered in partnership with The Euclid Network and NVCO. 
London, 15 March 2012.  To book your place, visit: http://europeanspring.eventbrite.co.uk
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