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ESF at the Olympic Games

A number of European Social Fund (ESF) project 
participants have been selected as Olympic Games 
2012 volunteers or Games Makers, in a number of 
roles.
These roles include:
•Drug Control
•Transport
•Command Control
•Team Leader
These successful participants have been supported 
by a number of ESF employment projects and found 
the motivation, developed the necessary skills and 
gained the confidence to be part of this historic 
event.
Personal Best (funded by ESF) was a national 
programme which engaged with community and 
voluntary groups to increase participation of those 
individuals furthest from the labour market. By 
joining Personal Best courses, applicants were 
guaranteed an interview with the Organising 
Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG).
In February, LOCOG announced that a level 2 award 
in the Principles of Customer Service will be made 

available to all unemployed volunteers who took part 
in the Personal Best Programme.
The level 2 award will be sponsored by McDonalds, 
so that post-Games the volunteering and training that 
the Games Makers have undertaken can be 
transferred into a valuable qualification accredited 
by City and Guilds to use in a career in the service 
and hospitality sector.
Skills minister John Hayes, MP, commented on the 
announcement: “This qualification builds on the 
Personal Best pre-employment programme that has 
targeted some of the most disadvantaged people in 
our community and given them the chance to 
volunteer at the London 2012 Games.
It is my hope that the Games Maker qualification 
being offered to Personal Best graduates and other 
unemployed people will help to improve their skills 
and build their confidence, enabling them to 
participate more fully in work, and the life of their 
communities.
Excitement and anticipation around London 2012 is 
building… we really can make London 2012 the best 
Olympic and Paralympic Games to date and achieve 
a lasting skills legacy.”
Sebastian Coe, Chair of LOCOG, said: “It will give 
the volunteers the opportunity  to learn new, practical 
and relevant skills that they can put to use long after 
the Games have left London.”
[Taken from the ESF Works website, here:
http://tinyurl.com/ESF2012]

Welcome!
Welcome to the July edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on European 
issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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Strategy Group
The European Economic Strategy 
Group met on 2 July, with 
discussion on JEREMIE, Superfast 
Broadband and the Business 
Growth Hubs, as well as the calls 
that were underway or due.  The 
next meeting will be on 11 
September. 

ERDF Technical Group
Merseyside’s ERDF Technical 
Group  met on 17 July  with a long 
discussion on the proposed Priority 
1 call and its six headings (currently 
exports, small grants, leadership, 
knowledge incubation, investment 
hub, sector support). There was 
discussion on proposals for a call 
for Superfast  Broadband and a 
general update. The next meeting is 
on 21 August.

ERDF LMC
The ERDF Local Monitoring 
Committee met on 18 July. It was 
reported that the Chief Executive of 
NW Business Finance had stepped 
down. Following the special LMC 
i n J u n e , M a l c o l m P a g e 
(Manchester) and Rod Holmes 
(Merseyside) have joined the Board 
of NWBF with a representative 
from the remaining three sub-
regions still to be appointed. The 
revised business plan is expected to 
be completed by  the end of August 
with a suitable accountancy firm 
procured to review it in September. 
As a result the next LMC has been 
deferred to 15 October (this also 
g i v e s t i m e f o r r e c e i p t o f 

Management Information to the end 
of September).
Now that JESSICA has started to 
invest it was agreed that its two 
funds would be invited to present to 
t h e n e x t L M C . F i n a n c i a l 
Instruments will be important in the 
next Programme. Here in the North 
West, we have two kinds - 
JEREMIE (loans for enterprises - 
the six funds of NW Business 
Finance) and JESSICA (investment 
in buildings in cities - the two funds 
Evergreen and Chrysalis), but no 
JASMINE (micro finance).
There was considerable discussion 
around the Superfast Broadband 
proposals. Although originally 
proposed for £40m, total bids now 
reach £56m, and could increase 
with a proposed Merseyside call. 
There are continuing delays around 
competition issues but it is hoped 
these will begin to be resolved in 
the Autumn. While there was strong 
support for Superfast Broadband at 
the LMC, concerns were raised 
about the risk of lack of spend if 
there were further delays.

City Deals

The City  Deals were published on 5 
July. These are part of continuing 
discussions between the eight City 
Regions and central government 
around strategic planning for the 
area and the devolution of some 
funding and powers. Each area is 
different and has different asks of 
Government. In the North West we 

h a v e b o t h M a n c h e s t e r a n d 
Liverpool City Deals.
Manchester proposals include Earn 
B a c k ( £ 2 b n i n v e s t m e n t i n 
infrastructure with a rateable value 
formula to provide a revenue 
stream), Investment Framework 
(including JESSICA and RGF), 
Skills (Apprenticeship and Skills 
Hub, tax incentives, local LEP 
priorities and Skills Funding 
Agency ) , Bus ines s Suppor t 
(Growth Hub and RGF), Inward 
Investment (Gateway to Northern 
England, especially for India, China 
and Brazil), Low Carbon (building 
on its strengths, develop Local 
Carbon Hub, emissions cut by 48% 
by 2020), Housing (Investment 
Board to boost developments) and 
Transport (compacts to address the 
wider labour market).
L ive rpoo l p roposes a 2014 
International Festival of Business 
(building on Capital of Culture 
success), Low Carbon (off-shore 
projects and streamlined decision 
processes), Jobs and Skills (Skills 
for Growth Bank Mutual, standard 
Apprenticeship  incentives, pilot 
payment by results for skills, Youth 
Unemployment Task Force) , 
Transport (single strategic body, rail 
connectivity, improved access to 
Port), Science (Daresbury, Bio 
Campus, Science Park, Knowledge 
Quarter Mayoral Development 
Zone) and Investment Framework 
(RGF investing in Jobs, building on 
track record of ESF and ERDF 
funding to consider a European 
Operational Programme integrating 
funding at City Region level). 

EU Reference Group
The group met on 20 July  looking at good practice and 
preparations for the next programme (2014-20) with a 
lively discussion. The group meets monthly and 
consists of representatives of the sector who are 
required to consult more widely through their own 
interest groups. Contact John Hacking on 
john.hacking@networkforeurope.eu for more 
information. The next meeting is on 23 August.

ESF External Advisory Group
The Skills Funding Agency have established a small 
group to advise them on the planning for the remainder 
of their ESF spend in this current programme and 
plans for modeling the next programme. John Hacking 
is a member and attended the first meeting in May, 
with the next meeting mid-August. The group is 
considering an ESF tender round which could be 
procured using a different model.
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City Employment 
Strategy
The Liverpool Ci ty Region 
Employment & Skills Steering 
Group  met on 6 July with a report 
on the Youth Unemployment Task 
Force and the Labour Market 
Information Service (draft business 
plan), as well as an update on our 
ESF (pathfinder) programme and 
the City  Deal. The next meeting is 
on 7 August.

Procurement
L i v e r p o o l C i t y R e g i o n ’ s 
Employment and Skills continued 
to look at procurement, with 
meetings on 4 and 24 July looking 
at ways to support economic 
a c t i v i t y t h r o u g h p u b l i c 
procurement.

VCS-CFO

Network for Europe continues to 
co-ordinate the dialogue in the 
North West with the three main 
ESF co-financing organisations 
( D e p a r t m e n t f o r Wo r k a n d 
Pensions/Job Centre Plus, National 
Offender Management Service and 
the Skills Funding Agency). The 
last meeting was held on 6 July 
with good quality discussions and 
information exchange. The next 
meeting is due in October.

ESF Community 
Learning Grants
Angeliki Stogia from Network for 
Europe is a member of the ESF 
Community Learning Grants 
Project Steering Group and works 
closely with the WEA on delivering 
the ESF programme in the NW. She 
assisted with shortlisting and 
interviews for  external evaluators 
for the programme. The third round 
o p e n e d 9 J u l y, c l o s i n g 1 3 
September at 12 noon.

LEPs
Liverpool City Region LEP 
launched its Business Plan on 9 
July at the Echo Arena. Copies of 
the plan are available from 
www.liverpoollep.org. Chris Baker 
from Learning Together Cheshire & 
Warrington is now the Voluntary 
Sector representative on the 
Cheshire LEP and Cathy  Elliott of 
Communi ty Founda t ion fo r 
Merseyside and Lancashire is now 
on the Advisory Board for the 
Liverpool LEP.

M-KEG
Merseyside’s Knowledge Economy 
Group met again on 12 July with a 
presentation concerning Smart 
Specialisation and an update from 
the Brussels Office. The next 
meeting will be on 12 September. 

Merseyside ChangeUp
The consortium met on 13 July 
with an update on Transforming 
Local Infrastructure, the LEP and 
European Funding. There was an 
update on regional developments 
from Voluntary Sector North West.

ERDF Open Call
ERDF Priority 3 - Capital 
Investment: Call for Projects 
The North West ERDF Programme 
Delivery Team (PDT) and Partners 
have identified the need for 
physical investment in key strategic 
locations to create the conditions 
for sustainable growth across the 
North West region. As such a 
competitive call for capital projects 
under Priority 3 of the North West 
Operational Programme was 
launched on 24 July.
A budget of £10 million from 
Priority  3 is available to invest in 
capital projects through this call for 
two strands of activity:
Strand One - Promoting clean and 
sustainable urban transport
Strand Two - Investment in key 
strategic sites

Please note - There will  be a 
separate call  for projects in 
Merseyside - this call is for 
projects across the rest of the 
North West.
The deadline for this call is 12 noon 
on Monday 20 August.
For further information about this 
call please contact Network for 
Europe on 0151 237 3972 or email:
info@networkforeurope.eu
Further details are also available at:
http://tinyurl.com/ERDFNWP3

Network for Europe 
Contributes to Report 

The Communities and Local 
Government House of Commons 
Select Committee has published the 
findings of its recent committee 
inquiry  into the workings of the 
European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF) in England.
Network for Europe was one of 
only a small number of VCS 
organisations in England who 
submitted written evidence to the 
Committee.
Network for Europe's written 
evidence can be found here:
http://tinyurl.com/nfe2clg
The report and the associated 
statement from the Chair of the 
CLG Select Committee can be 
found here:
http://tinyurl.com/erdfclg
Any comments about the report or 
the evidence submitted by Network 
for Europe can be sent to: 
info@networkforeurope.eu

Working with BIS
Following the event on 3 July we 
are planning further events to look 
at good practice and preparing for 
the next programme and the 
Reference Group will continue to 
meet.
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NCVO-EFN
NCVO’s advisory group on 
European Funding met in 
Cambridge on 13 July. Ingrid 
Gardiner has now taken over 
from Sandra Turner, who is 
seconded to BIS. There was 
discussion on evidence gathering, 
membership and regional events. 
The next met ing i s on 6 
September in Birmingham.

Students tackle 
Eurozone Crisis and 
Olympic Legacy!

Over 140 students from 14 
schools across the UK headed to 
Liverpool in July for the first of 
two National Sessions of the 
European Youth Parliament 
United Kingdom (EYPUK) to be 
h e l d a t L i v e r p o o l H o p e 
University this year.
The schools debated a range of 
topical issues of the day such as 
the current Eurozone crisis and 
the EU’s role in supporting a 
lasting legacy  for London beyond 
the 2012 Olympics.

The event started with an opening 
ceremony attended by the High 
Sheriff of Merseyside, Colonel 
Martin Amlôt OBE DL, and the 
Lord Mayor of Liverpool, 
Councillor Sharon Sullivan, 
while North West MEP Chris 
Davies dropped in to meet 
students preparing for their 
debates.
Chris Davies MEP said: “I was 
very impressed with the level of 
knowledge and understanding of 
EU issues that the students 
demonstrated.
“At a time when Europe is often 
high on the news agenda the 
work being done by EYPUK to 
actively engage young people in 
debates on matters that affect 
their lives is to be commended.”
Pupils from two Stroud schools 
e v e n t u a l l y b e a t o f f s t i f f 
competition from the other 
twelve UK schools to triumph at 
the European Youth Parliament 
UK National session in Liverpool 
and win the chance to represent 
the UK at a future European 
Youth Parliament international 
event.
Mike Leyland, Chair of the 
EYPUK Board, said: “The 
s t a n d a r d o f d e b a t e w a s 
exceptionally  good this year and 
for two Stroud schools to have 
come out on top  is a credit to 
their hard work and preparation.

“All 14 schools performed 
extremely well; Stroud High 
School and Marling School can 
be justifiably  proud of their 
success against stiff competition.
 “We are confident both schools 
will be terrific ambassadors for 
EYPUK at their respective 
international events.”
The second National session will 
take place at Hope University in 
September.

ESF Tender
The Skills Funding Agency have 
issued a statement with regard to 
a tender opportunity to be 
released in November 2012 for 
the remainder of their Priority 2 
ESF monies.
Please note that the invitation to 
tender will only be issued to 
those organisation registered on 
t h e R e g i s t e r o f Tr a i n i n g 
Organisations (RTO).
Network for Europe will be 
u n d e r t a k i n g b r i e f i n g a n d 
information events for both the 
RTO registration (which will run 
for 30 days from the end of 
A u g u s t ) a n d t h e t e n d e r 
opportunity. Please watch out for 
further announcements about 
this.
To view the statement in full, or 
to check if your organisation is 
on the RTO visit our website at:
http://tinyurl.com/RTOSFA 

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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