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European Funding:
Good Practice and Preparing for 
the Next Programme

Over fifty Voluntary and Community  sector 
organisations across the North West came together at 
an event organised by  Network for Europe in 
conjunction with Euclid Network and NCVO in 
Liverpool on 3 July 2012 to look at good practice 
from the current ESF and ERDF European 
Programmes and proposa ls for the next 
programming period (2014 - 2020).
Dr Sue Baxter from BIS (the Department for 
Business, Innovation & Skills) who is leading the 
negotiations on the new programme spoke on the 
day and set the framework and updated organisations 
on where discussions are at the moment, how the 
programme is shaping up  and looked at what could 
happen next.
James Ritchie from the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) delivered a presentation on the 
European Social Fund, the thematic objectives for 
the new programme and investment priorities. James 

set the challenges and delivery issues in the next 
programming period.
Julie Gibson from Knowsley Advocacy Hub spoke 
about the European Anti-Poverty Network and its 
work for the 2014-2020 programme.
Councillor Neil Swannick, the North West  Member 
of the Committee of the Regions, also spoke about 
the role of the Committee and its activities in 
preparat ion for the new Structural Fund 
programmes.

Network for Europe's work in preparation for the 
new European Structural funds programme is 
ongoing and if you would like to be kept informed, 
or would like to participate by feeding your 
experience and ideas on what the new programmes 
should concentrate on or how the programmes can 
be run, please contact us on:
info@networkforeurope.eu
Presentations from the event are available to 
download from the Network for Europe website, at:
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/good-practice-and-
preparing-next-programme-july-2012

Welcome!
Welcome to the June edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on European 
issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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LMC 
The ERDF Local Management 
Committee met for a special 
meeting, just to consider the North 
We s t F u n d . T h i s F i n a n c i a l 
Instrument (JEREMIE) uses ERDF 
and European Investment Bank 
monies to operate six loan funds. It 
is the largest such operation in 
Europe (£184.8m) and we need to 
show that it works effectively and 
that we are learning lessons from its 
activities if we wish to have further 
Financial Instruments in future EU 
Programmes.
There was a presentation from the 
CEO of NW Business Finance and 
considerable discussion with 
c o n c e r n a b o u t g o v e r n a n c e , 
insuff ic ien t l inks to o thers 
supporting enterprise in the NW, 
and lack of progress with several of 
the six funds (problems meeting 
reduced targets).
The Ekos Report recommendations 
were all accepted. It was agreed 
that the unallocated £14.8m (£7.4m 
ERDF) be repaid. The NWF Board 
would be strengthened with the 
a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h r e e L E P 
representatives. NWF to produce a 
revised Business Plan, which would 
be independently evaluated.
The next LMC meeting is 18 July 
(postponed from 28 June). 

ERDF Tech Group
The Merseyside ERDF Technical 
Group  met on 19 June, with a 
discussion on the proposed P1 call 
for projects for Merseyside and the 
LEP review of ERDF. Further 
discussion was expected to take 
place before the call. There was an 

update on the NW Fund with a 
Merseyside workshop for some of 
the funds to be arranged for 26 
June. The next meeting of the Tech 
Group is on 17 July. 

Reference Group
A meeting of the Voluntary Sector 
Reference Group took place on 14 
June, working with Voluntary 
Sec tor Nor th West and the 
Transforming Local Infrastructure 
Groups. It will develop  knowledge 
in the Sector about EU funds, draw 
on experience, share and cascade 
information, build the capacity  of 
individuals and organisations and 
prepare them for the future. The 
next meeting will be on 20 July. 
Contact John Hacking for further 
information on:
john.hacking@networkforeurope.eu

European Cooperation 
Group

The European Co-operation Group 
met on 19 June with a report on the 
LEPs and future European funding. 
There were updates on the Atlantic 
Strategy and the Open Days in 
October. 

Enterprise Hub
£3.9m ERDF for an Enterprise Hub 
for the Eldonian Group, providing 
4,000 m2  of new floorspace and 
326 jobs was endorsed by the 
Performance sub-committee on 27 
March. Unfortunately, there have 

been some delays in getting formal 
approval, but we now understand 
the project is able to be funded and 
will start very soon.

Post-13

The Post 13 sub group (of the 
EESG Strategy Group) met on 22 
June and discussed the 2-page 5-
LEP document again. There was a 
discussion on researching the 
c u r r e n t E R D F a n d E S F 
Programmes to identify what works 
(and what doesn’t) to provide 
useful information to prepare for 
the next programmes. Manchester’s 
Commission for the New Economy 
is carrying out some work and 
confirmed they would be in touch 
with members of the sub-group. 
The next meeting will be 3 
September 2012.

REECH
The Steering Group was held on 22 
June - this is the ERDF Project on 
Merseyside to kickstart the green 
e c o n o m y t h r o u g h e n e r g y 
conservation and generation in 
social housing. Papers included a 
progress report, evaluation and 
communications, and there was a 
tour at Stockbridge Village. The 
next meeting will be on 14 
September 2012.

Network for Europe are working closely with NCVO 
and Euclid Network, the two organisations leading 
nationally on European Funding for the voluntary 
sector.  We were pleased that both of them made a 
brief presentation at  the event on 3 July. On 18 and 19 

June, Sara Stephens, who has recently joined the 
NCVO visited Manchester and Liverpool to find out 
more about European funding in the North West. 
Meanwhile, Euclid Network’s Annual Conference is 
due on 24/5 September 2012.

Strategic Partners
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Better Future
The Final Seminar of the ESF 
Learning Network for Better Future 
for the Social Economy was held in 
Brusse l s on 26 June . Wi th 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m m a n y 
countries, including Poland, Czech 
Republic, Finland, Italy and 
Sweden, there were reports and 
discussions, as well as reflections 
from DG Enterprise, DG Markt and 
DG Employment on Soc ia l 
Economy in the new programming 
period.

Lifelong Learning:
Calls for proposals
Action 4.3 — Youth Support 
Systems — Support to Youth 
Workers' Mobility
The purpose of this call for 
proposals is to support youth 
workers’ mobility and exchanges 
with a view to promoting the 
acquisition of new skills and 
competences in order to enrich their 
profile as professionals in the youth 
field. By promoting long-term 
transnational learning experiences 
for youth workers, this new action 
will also aim at strengthening the 
capacities of the structures involved 
in the project, which will benefit 
from the experience and new 
perspective brought by a youth 
w o r k e r f r o m a d i f f e r e n t 
background. In doing so, this call 
will enhance networking among 
youth structures in Europe and will 
contribute to the policy  priority  to 
s u p p o r t , r e c o g n i s e a n d 
professionalize youth work as a 
cross-cutting policy tool in Europe.
This call provides grants to 
projects.
Deadl ine for submission of 
applications: 3 September 2012 
(date of postmark) 
Projects must start between 1 
November 2012 and 1 April 2013
Duration of the project: Maximum 
12 months

Duration of the mobility: Minimum 
2 months and maximum 6 months
Action 4.4 Projects encouraging 
innovation and quality
The purpose of this call is to 
support projects targeting the 
introduction, implementation and 
promotion of innovative and 
qualitative elements in non-formal 
education and youth work.
This call provides grants to 
projects.
Deadl ine for submission of 
applications: 3 September 2012 
(date of postmark) 
Projects must start between 1 
January 2013 and 30 April 2013
Duration of the project: Minimum 
12 months and maximum 18 
months

ESF NW Community 
Learning Grants: 
Round 3 
Round 3 of the ESF Community 
Learning Grants Programme in the 
North West has now been launched.
The round will remain open until 
12 noon Thursday 13th Sept 2012.
Nearly  £2m is available to be given 
out over the next two years in the 
North West  as ESF Community 
Learning Grants.
These are grants up to a maximum 
of £12,000 available to support 
some of the hardest to reach 
communities and individuals, to 
help  people access further learning 
or training that could lead to 
employment.
The funding can be applied for by 
small community  and voluntary 
groups, registered charities & social 
enterprises, with preference given 
to organisations with a turnover of 
no more than £300,000 per year in 
each of the last 2 years.
The grants can support  a wide 
range of activities including:
•Initial help with basic skills
•Taster work experience including 
voluntary work

•Training, advice and counselling
•Job search assistance
•Confidence building and personal 
development
•S u p p o r t t o i n d i v i d u a l s t o 
overcome barriers to learning or 
employment
The programme is aimed at all 
people out of work, or those 
recently  made redundant, but with a 
particular priority  given to support 
for:
•People with disabilities or health 
conditions (including those with 
learning difficulties, mental health 
issues or drug and a lcohol 
dependency problems)
•People aged 50 or over and 
seeking employment
•People from ethnic minorities
•Women
•Lone parents
The programme for the North West 
is being managed by  the Workers’ 
Educational Association (WEA).
For further information, visit the 
WEA website here: 
http://nw.wea.org.uk/esf_grants/
about.php

Urban Forum

Urban Forum is undergoing 
change. It  held an event in 
Liverpool on 27 June on Social 
Finance, with presentations from 
Network for Europe, Social 
Enterprise North West (SENW) and 
the Merseyside Special Investment 
Fund (MSIF).

EAPN England
European Anti-Poverty  Network 
(England) held a meeting on 26th. 
It was agreed that future meetings 
will be held in Liverpool. Network 
for Europe, KUC and Knowsley 
Advocacy  Hub agreed to support 
the changes until the end of March. 
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ESF Good Practice 
Guide for Over-50s 
Providers
The Age and Employment 
Network (TAEN) have published 
a good practice guide to help ESF 
providers offer 50+ participants 
the employment support they 
need. The number of participants 
aged over 50 benefiting from 
ESF projects has been increasing 
a n d t h i s g o o d p r a c t i c e 
guide seeks to answer questions 
posed by providers who are keen 
to offer a good service to their 
50+ participants. This Special 
Publication has been compiled 
from good practice tips and 
techniques contributed by ESF 
projects so that their knowledge 
and expertise can be shared with 
successor programmes. For 
further information please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/c5swqus

North Liverpool CAB 
in Europe

North Liverpool CAB led a 
seminar in Porto, Portugal to 
celebrate the end of a European 
project. The seminar focused on 
training vulnerable people and 
was hos ted by  APDES, a 
Por tuguese d rugs agency. 

Rosemary  Powell from Citizens 
Advice’s national financial 
capability team also attended the 
seminar as a “critical expert”.
The project allowed staff and 
volunteers to visit partner 
organisations in Italy, Portugal, 
the Czech Republic, Ireland and 
Germany. “This has been a 
practical project, in which 
partners learnt from each other,” 
said Joe Lavelle at North 
Liverpool CAB. A best practice 
manual will soon be available at: 
www.emttt.eu 
North Liverpool CAB hopes to 
commence another European 
project about empowerment with 
partners from Italy, Portugal and 
Poland in the autumn.

BIS: 2014-2020 
Structural Fund 
Consultation Results 
Published
The Department for Business 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) has 
published the results from its 
recent informal consultation on 
the delivery  of EU ‘Common 
Strategic Framework Funds’ in 
2014-2020.
These Funds are: European 
Social Fund, European Regional 
Development Fund,  Cohesion 
Fund, European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development and 

the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund.
Launched in March 2012, the 
consultation sought initial views 
on how the new round of funds 
can best be used to support 
sustainable economic growth and 
jobs, including various delivery 
options for the funds in England.
187 consultation responses were 
received from local and non-
departmental government bodies, 
universities, the civil society 
sector and business organisations. 
28 responses were submitted for 
Civil Society organisations, 
Ne twork fo r Eu rope a l so 
submitted a response. In broad 
terms, stakeholders called for:
•a reduction in the administrative 
burden in delivering each of the 
Funds
•the ability to align funds, as 
appropriate, to enable a more 
holistic approach to dealing with 
barriers to growth
•a flexible approach to funding 
programmes that  allow for a 
place based approach. Securing 
local engagement would be key 
throughout all programmes
•better use of match funding by 
aligning national funding sources 
and being more creative in the 
use of local sources, including 
private sector
For further information, visit:
http://tinyurl.com/d52yd8n

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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