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A European Spring? Conference

On 15 March 2012 Euclid Network and NCVO, with 
support from Network for Europe, gathered a range 
of top speakers to discuss the future of social 
innovation and social business in the EU, with four 
roundtables over the course of the day, touching on a 
range of subjects relating to social enterprises.
Speakers included Nick Hurd MP, Minister for Civil 
Society and Grégoire Schoeller from the European 
Commission, along with a wide variety of 
representatives from civil society  organisations 
across the UK.
Important recent initiatives from the EU coupled 
with a cross party  consensus on the value of social 
enterprise has given many hope that the next decade 
could bring social business into the mainstream. This 
event aimed to bring together politicians and 
practitioners to discuss the practicalities of how this 
could be achieved. 
Emerging from the conference were some clear 
themes.  As the roundtables progressed, the lack of 
measurable and quantifiable data in the sector 
became apparent, and several of the panelists called 

for a real effort to create a universal framework for 
measuring social impact. 
The need for early stage investment was also a 
recurring theme, with speakers noting that the 
background of many social entrepreneurs means that 
they  don’t have access to traditional sources of start-
up funding. This led onto the need for mixed funding 
and for more mainstream methods, such as loans and 
equity buy-ins, to compliment  the current options 
available. 
Overhaul of the public procurement process was 
identified as important, with comments from the 
conference floor often noting the difficulty  and 
expense of accessing funds and competing for 
government tenders. The task of persuading 
procurement officers to take into account social 
value rather than simply price when awarding 
contracts is a crucial prerequisite to making 
government tenders truly  open to social enterprise, 
and the conference noted that this represents a 
potentially huge prize with public contracts making 
up 19% of EU GDP.
Finally, from first hand experience social 
entrepreneurs recounted stories of the complexity 
and cost of accessing EU funding, and some of the 
difficulties that can ensue during the process. They 
noted however that the process is worth it when the 
funding comes through, and that the EU had 
identified the need for simplification in the next 
programme which promised to be more accessible.

Welcome!
Welcome to the March edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on European 
issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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ERDF Technical Group
The Merseyside ERDF Technical 
Group  met on 1 March and again 
on 23 March.  The first meeting 
considered progress on each of the 
Priorities. LEP/ERDF proposals 
had been sent to the ERDF Strategy 
G r o u p ( E E S G ) a n d i t w a s 
understood there could be around 
£70m still available for the 
Programme - around £25m for 
Merseyside. MAS (manufacturing) 
and Growth Hub would be the next 
Priority  1 calls (see above). Once 
funding is clearer there could be an 
opportunity for a call under Priority 
3 (with merged frameworks). There 
was discussion on the possibility of 
future ERDF and ESF programmes 
being managed at a city region level 
in some areas. The second meeting 
further reviewed the Priorities, and 
as well as latest  management 
information, a LEP update and 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r t h e n e x t 
Programme. The next meeting will 
be on 24 April 2012.

Merseyside Brussels 
Office
The MBO met on 9 March with an 
update on the next programme, and 
on the developing Atlantic Strategy, 
as well as the regional state aid 
review, and progress on potential 
new MBO partners.

City Employment 
Strategy
The Liverpool Ci ty Region 
Employment and Skills Group met 

on 20 March, with presentations on 
the DWP Innovation Fund and the 
NW Construction Hub (for better 
procurement). There was a report 
on progress on the four Skills for 
Growth Agreements, and a report 
(Striking a Deal with Government) 
on negotiations for significant 
devolution of employment and 
skills policy making and funding to 
the local City Region level. There 
was also the Evaluation of the City 
Strategy Pilots and a report on the 
New Enterprise Allowance.  The 
next meeting will be on 11 June.

ERDF PMSC

The ERDF Performance and 
Monitoring Sub-Committee met on 
27 March. There was an update 
report, including progress with the 
ERDF Team, the Standardisation of 
ERDF across England (from April) 
including applicants directly 
accessing the claims software, 
T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e , 
Quantification, and progress with 
t h e F i n a n c i a l I n s t r u m e n t s 
(JEREMIE and JESSICA). Three 
projects were endorsed (£240,000 
for Merseytravel, £75,000 for 
Cheshire to look at Broadband, and 
£3.9m for an Enterprise Hub for the 
Eldonians). Extensions of funding 
were endorsed for two Merseyside 
Projects under Priority  4 (£480,000 
for St Helens Chamber and 
£380,000 for Liverpool CVS). 

There were reports on Performance 
(including a few projects with 
significant issues) and Project 
Development (intention is to 
identify and allocate remaining 
funds by the end of the year). There 
were reports on progress with Super 
Fast Broadband (around £50m bids 
for a £40m allocation), and on the 
P4 and P5 bidding rounds, and the 
MAS Call was endorsed. The next 
meeting will be on 9 May.

Strategy - Next 
Programme
The sub-group  looking at the next 
programme for the ERDF Strategy 
Group  met on 20 March to further 
discuss possibilities for the next 
programme. A report will be going 
to the Regional Leaders Board, the 
LEPs and the next meeting of the 
ERDF Strategy Group (EESG).

ERDF Showcase
E R D F i n M a n c h e s t e r w a s 
showcased at a well attended event 
on 22 March at the Etihad Stadium, 
with keynote speeches from Simon 
Nokes, David Read and Sir Howard 
Bernstein.

Priority 4 (Merseyside)
The Merseyside Partners met on 8 
March to consider the strategic fit 
of the P4 projects for Merseyside 
(the PDT ERDF Secretariat are 
responsible for the appraisals). 
Consensus was reached with a clear 
understanding of the fit with 
Strategic Priorities. 

ERDF Priority 1 Open Call
An open call for ERDF Priority 1 was recently 
launched on the DCLG website.
The North West (NW) region’s Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs) have identified the need for 
enhancing Manufacturing Advisory Support  (MAS) 
activities under the NW’s European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) programme to support 
local needs and priorities for manufacturing SMEs. 

The LEPs have requested the provision for this service 
be on a regional basis and cover the following sub-
regions: Cheshire and Warrington; Cumbria, Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside.
Deadline for applications is 20 April 2012.
Further information is available in the specification 
document, available to download from the Department 
for Communities and Local Government website at:
http://tinyurl.com/ERDFP1

http://www.communities.gov.uk/regeneration/regenerationfunding/europeanregionaldevelopment/northwest/funding/callprojects/
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Priority 4 and 5 Bids
The 10 ERDF bids for P4 (worst 
off areas) that were received by  the 
deadline are now being appraised 
by the PDT ERDF Secretariat, and 
comments from the sub-regional 
LEPs have been sought . In 
Cumbria, Lancashire and Cheshire, 
one partnership bid was received 
from each sub-region. It is hoped 
that announcements on funding 
should be made soon.
11 ERDF bids were received under 
ERDF P5 (Technical Assistance) 
and are now being processed. As 
well as bids covering the sub-
regions, Higher Education and the 
Environment, Network for Europe 
submitted a bid, to support the 
involvement of the Voluntary  and 
Community Sector in the North 
West. 

BINGO
Following their November visit, 
our colleagues from Wielkopolska, 
Poland came to South Wales and 
Merseyside in March looking at 
good practice in the operation of 
NGOs (voluntary organisations and 
social enterprises). They will be 
p r e p a r i n g c o u r s e s a n d 
documentation to support the 
effective development of NGOs in 
Poland, looking in particular at 
Finance, Management, Human 
Resources and Publicity. 

Live Q&A
Alongside other EU funding 
experts, Angeliki Stogia from 
Network for Europe recently took 
part in an online Q&A session on 
The Guardian website.
Angeliki was offering advice on 
accessing European Funds as part 
of Guardian's Voluntary Sector 
Network Live Q&A on Tuesday 27 
March.
To view the Q&A as it happened, 
visit the Guardian website at:
http://tinyurl.com/guardianQ-A 

Voluntary Sector 
Funds
An extra £379,000 of ERDF 
funding for Liverpool CVS’s Dale 
Street building was endorsed at the 
sub-committee on 29 March. This 
was for additional works to 
increase the environmental rating to 
‘Very  Good’. Also £3,876,000 was 
endorsed for the Eldonian Group 
for an enterprise hub on brownfield 
land in North Liverpool, providing 
4,000m2 of new floorspace and 326 
jobs. It will include managed 
w o r k s p a c e a n d o f f i c e 
accommodation to an ‘Excellent’ 
environmental rating.

YPLA becomes EFA
The Young People's Learning 
Agency closes its doors at the end 
of March 2012, and becomes part 
of the new Education Funding 
Agency (EFA) on 1 April.
The contact details of the EFA for 
organisations in the North West 
from 2 April 2012 are:
ypnorthern.EFA@education.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone enquiries should be 
directed through the general 
switchboard - 0370 000 2288 

Radio Interview on 
Euranet Programme

Network for Europe staff member 
Angeliki Stogia gave an interview 
at ALL fm which aired on Thursday 
29 March 2012 for the Euranet 
programme. Euranet, the European 
Radio Network is an amalgamation 
of 20 international, national, 
regional and local European 
broadcasters, making up  a pan-
European media consortium. 
Euranet's aim is to set up better 
communication between European 
citizens and EU policy-makers.

To listen to the interview, visit:
http://youtu.be/VOn8KgXhbwY
For further information about ALL 
fm please visit: http://allfm.org/
For further information on Euranet 
please visit: http://www.euranet.eu/ 

Next Programme
The European Commission has 
published some interesting booklets 
on the next programme.
Simplifying Cohesion Policy looks 
at how the proposals from the 
Commission can lead to easier to 
operate ESF, ERDF and other 
funds, working with the Member 
States and involved authorities. 
Factsheets cover Innovation and 
Smart Specialisation, Financial 
Instruments, Integrated Sustainable 
U r b a n D e v e l o p m e n t , a n d 
C o m m u n i t y - l e d L o c a l 
Development.
On 14 March, it also published 
Elements for a Common Strategic 
Framework 2014-20 (staff working 
document), which gives more 
clarity  to how the funds could work 
together more effectively in the 
next programme.
The EU statistics office have now 
released figures for 2009 GDP, 
including adjustments to previous 
years. This shows that if these 
figures were to be used for the next 
programme, then three areas in the 
North West could be Transition 
Regions (Merseyside 80.2%, 
Lancashire 84.9% and Cumbria 
89.5%).
To download a copy of the 
document, visit:
http://tinyurl.com/2014-2020 or 
contact Network for Europe via:
info@networkforeurope.eu

M-KEG
Merseyside’s Knowledge Economy 
Group met on 29 March and 
discussed some of the possibilities 
for Merseyside in the next 
programming period. 
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Delivery of European 
Funds in England

As the current European funding 
period will close at the end of 
2013 and the next  period will 
begin in 2014, the consultation 
about what the next programme 
of European funds will look like 
is gathering pace. BIS, the UK 
Depar tmen t fo r Bus iness , 
Innovation and Skills has started 
the consultation process with an 
informal consultation that asks 
for initial views on the various 
delivery options for the funds in 
England and is only  open for one 
month.
The funds that this consultation is 
seeking views on are the 
European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF), and the European 
Social Fund (ESF), the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD) and the 
European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF) from 2014-20.

EU policies for cohesion, rural 
development, maritime and 
fisheries each play a significant 
role in supporting sustainable, 
envi ronmenta l , soc ia l and 
economic restructuring across the 
E U . T h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s 
consultation by the  is to elicit 
views on how the new round of 
structural funds can best be used 
t o d e v e l o p a n d m a i n t a i n 
economic growth.
To v i ew the consu l t a t i on 
documents please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/EUconsultation
At Network for Europe we have 
been gathering views on the 
current programme and ideas for 
the new through our various 
events around the region. We will 
be putting together a response to 
this consultation and we are keen 
to hear from you. Get in touch to 
let us know how the new round 
of structural funds can best be 
used to develop  and maintain 
economic growth.
The deadline for this consultation 
is 27 April 2012. If you would 
like to feed in your comments to 
our response please get in touch 
with Angeliki Stogia or send your 

views by 25 April 2012 to email: 
angeliki.stogia@networkforeurope.eu 
If you are a voluntary sector 
organisation who is planning to 
submit your own response we 
would be grateful if you shared 
your response with us.

European Social 
Fund at work e-zine

The March/April 2012 edition of 
ESF at work e-zine has been 
issued. The ESF at work e-zine 
features the latest ESF news from 
England and the European Union.
The edition features news and 
local round-ups in addition to 
information about a new area on 
the ESF-Works.com website that 
focuses on wellbeing issues such 
as health and disability  and their 
interaction with employment.
For further information please 
visit: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/
docs/esf-ezine-issue-27.pdf

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu

 Post:  151 Dale Street
   Liverpool
   L2 2AH
 Telephone: 0151 237 3972
 Fax:   0151 237 3973
 E-mail: info@networkforeurope.eu
 Website: www.networkforeurope.eu
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
 Twitter: @network4europe

Coming up...
Network for Europe is holding a series of small discussion meetings to look at lessons from the current ESF and 
ERDF programmes and thoughts for the next. Our preference is to work with other organisations, so that  we 
deliver the discussions, while they arrange publicity, venue, etc. For more information, or to arrange one of 
your own, please contact Network for Europe on 0151 237 3972  or email info@networkforeurope.eu
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