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Allocation of EU Structural 
Funding across the UK
The government has set out how the UK’s allocation 
of European Union (EU) Structural Funds will be 
divided across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales for the period 2014 to 2020.
Last month the Prime Minister negotiated a real 
terms cut in the EU budget for the first time in 
history.
The UK government has decided to re-allocate EU 
Structural Funds to minimise the impact of sudden 
and significant  cutbacks in Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales.

Northern Ireland could receive a total allocation of 
around €457 million. This represents an uplift of 
€181 million compared to the amount that Northern 
Ireland would receive under the EU formula for 
allocation of the Funds to the UK.
Scotland could receive total funding of around €795 
million. This represents an uplift of €228 million 
compared to the amount that Scotland would receive 
under the EU formula.
Wales could receive total allocation of around 
€2.145bn. This represents an uplift of €375million 
compared to the amount that Wales would receive 
under the EU formula.

England could receive a total allocation of €6.174 
billion, a reduction of approximately 10%.
A breakdown of allocations across Local Enterprise 
Partnership  (LEP) areas will be announced shortly. 
Network for Europe will publish this information as 
soon as it becomes available.
To view the statement on the allocation of EU 
structural funding across the UK please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/d5bqfmr

LEPs and European Funds
A letter to LEP Chairs was sent out on 7 February by 
BIS (Business, Innovation and Skills), the 
Government Department leading on plans for the 
next European Programmes in England. This 
reminded them of the need to involve the wider 
Partners. Further Guidance is expected to be sent out 
early April. This will include information on each of 
the eleven Themes. The LEPs will need to prepare a 
Strategic Plan for Europe in order to agree and draw 
down funds for the next Programme, working with 
the other Partners (including Civil Society, the 
Voluntary and Community Sector and Social 
Enterprise). Further, more detailed guidance is 
expected by June/July, but several LEPs are hoping 
to get much of their plans prepared over the next  few 
months. Network for Europe is encouraging better 
links between the LEPs and Civil Society and also 
working with the Sector in other parts of England to 
promote good practice.

Welcome!
Welcome to the March edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on European 
issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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ERDF MPISC

Merseyside’s ERDF Phasing In 
sub-committee met on 7 March. 
There was a budget update - with 
the Treasury’s revised forward 
exchange rate (of December ‘12), 
there was a slight reduction to the 
planned amount available (down 
£15m to £633m) although this 
would be reviewed again in three 
months. It is not currently  possible 
to over-commit (to compensate for 
projects not spending in full) but 
this may change. More expenditure 
needs to be claimed for Merseyside 
by the end of 2013 (to avoid de-
commitment) but it was expected 
t h i s w o u l d b e a c h i e v e d .  
Meanwhile the North West Fund 
expendi ture for Merseyside 
remained low (30% instead of 
40%) but was intended to improve. 
Merseyside’s JESSICA project 
(Chrysalis Fund) is expecting to 
catch up by contracting projects 
shortly. There was a report on 
Performance (expenditure against 
targets) and an update from the 
Technical Group. There was a 
detailed report by Priority  on the 
remaining funding and progress 
with calls and the Call for Priority 
2 (Knowledge Economy) was 
considered. The next meeting will 
be on 20 June.

MBO
Merseyside Brussels Office Board 
met on 11 March. It was well 
a t t e n d e d a n d t h e r e w a s a 
presentation from Ian Hill (Interreg 
NWE). There were reports and 
discussion on progress towards the 
n e x t p r o g r a m m e a n d t h e 
opportunities for Liverpool City 
Region as well as an update on the 
Atlantic Strategy. The next meeting 
is likely to be 6 June.

ERDF TA Groups
The support organisations funded 
by ERDF Technical Assistance 
held a further meeting on 11 
March, this time hosted by 
Network for Europe. The next 
meeting will be on 9 May.

ESF PMC
The England ESF Programme 
Monitoring Committee met on 13 
March. There were, as usual, 
detailed reports including from the 
Co-Finance Organisations (DWP, 
SFA, NOMS, Luton, and others), a 
Performance report (including a 
report on Gender Equality) and 
reports on the Evaluations and on 
the Innovation, Transnational and 
Mainstreaming project. Also on 
Technical Assistance and a paper 
on the future of ESF in the next 
Programme. There was an update 
on the Terms of Reference which 
confirmed that the Third Sector has 
one representative appointed by 
NCVO and one from Social 
Enterprise Coalition (Social 
Enterprise UK). The next meeting 
will be 11 September.

Post-13
The Post  13 Group  (a sub-group  of 
the ERDF’s European Economic 
Strategy sub-Group) met on 18 
March. The report  on Financial 
Instruments was being prepared for 
early April (for the Regional 
Leaders Board). Although the five 
LEP areas will have separate 
European Investment Plans it was 
agreed that collaboration would be 
helpful so seminars will be 
arranged in May/June for the five 
LEPs to compare proposals. These 
meetings would involve the five 
LEPs, Universities, Voluntary 
Sector, Chambers and Government 
Agencies, and would cover 
F i n a n c i a l I n s t r u m e n t s , 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e , I n n o v a t i o n , 
Business Support, and Skills. It 
was agreed that this Post-13 group 
would no longer hold meetings as 
much of their work could now be 
passed back to the EESG (ERDF - 
Strategy Group), although it might 
have a virtual existence.

ERDF PMSC
ERDF Performance Monitoring 
sub-committee met on 26 March 
wi th update papers on the 
programme, project development 
and performance, as well as the 
pipeline of projects. With the 
Treasury’s changes to the forward 
exchange rate there is a reduction 
o f £ 1 5 m a v a i l a b l e t o t h e 
programme although this could 
change in the future. There has 
been progress with the National 
Graphene Institute and with 
Broadband. 

Nick Hurd Visit
Following the event on 6 March, organised by Social 
Enterprise UK (SE-UK), Liverpool Transforming 
Local Infrastructure partnership were pleased to 
welcome Nick Hurd who called in for an update on 
progress in Liverpool on the TLI initiative (including 
the transforming opportunities of the next European 
Programme). 

NCVO
NCVO’s European Funding Network (EFN) Advisory 
Group  met on 7 March. There was discussion on the 
next European Programmes and a round up  of recent 
activity, plus a presentation on the NCVO’s ‘It’s Our 
Community’ project. NCVO reported the next ESF 
Programme Monitoring Committee was due on 13 
March. The next EFN meeting will be on 17 April.



Social Innovation
The European Commission (DG 
Regio and DG Employ, working 
with other DGs including Ent and 
Markt) has recently produced a 
useful Guide to Social Innovation. 
It explains how this has been 
explicitly integrated into the future 
Structural Fund Regulations for 
2014-20 and provides a wealth of 
examples, as well as guidance on 
including it  properly  in the next 
programme. Network for Europe 
will shortly announce an event to 
discuss this in more detail.
A further report is now available on 
Systemic Innovation produced by 
the SIE (Social Innovation Europe 
Initiative) which includes Euclid 
N e t w o r k a n d t h e Yo u n g 
Foundation. This provides food for 
thought and looks at how we can 
tackle the rising tide of social, 
economic and social challenges 
through partnership working and 
co-ordinating innovative actions. It 
shows how Europe plays a leading 
r o l e i n e m b e d d i n g S o c i a l 
Innovation into the centre of policy 
making and service delivery.
Copies are available at these links:
http://tinyurl.com/bpy6tw7
http://tinyurl.com/ctf3749

2007-2013 Closure 
Guidelines
The Commission has adopted the 
2007-2013 Closure Guidelines for 
cohesion policy programmes on 20 
March 2013. 
The Guidelines take into account 
the lessons learnt from the 
2000-2006 closure process and 
seek to address weaknesses and 
bottlenecks identified in the 
previous closure exercise.
T h e G u i d e l i n e s h a v e b e e n 
produced as a result of a 14 month 
period of consultation and paves 
the way for the active preparation 
of programme closure for the 
current period.

The guidelines were broadly 
discussed with and further refined 
by Member State representatives 
and have been widely accepted as a 
transparent basis for a successful 
closure process. 
To view the guidelines please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/cpuzbfw 

TESSEA

Network for Europe hosted a visit 
from the TESSEA programme, run 
by our colleagues in the Czech 
Republic (P3 - People, Planet, 
Profit).  We are Partners on this 
project (with FISE in Poland and 
DIESIS in Belgium), which is to 
provide support to local authorities 
in the Czech Republic on how to 
implement social entrepreneurship. 
The group was keen to look at 
procurement (including the Social 
Value Act) and experiences of 
social enterprises in the UK, 
working with local and central 
government. We have since put 
them in contact with examples of 
Financial Instruments as the Czech 
Republic is looking at developing 
this for the Third Sector in the next 
European Programme. 

Response to the 
Heseltine Report
On 18 March 2013 the Government 
issued its response to the Heseltine 
report ‘No stone unturned in the 
pursuit of Growth’.
The response sets out the strategic 
r o l e o f L o c a l E n t e r p r i s e 
Partnerships (LEPs) to drive 
forward growth in their local areas. 
It also covers LEP responsibilities 
related to EU Structural and 
Investment Funds (the EU SI 
Funds) in 2014-2020, at paragraphs 
2.59-2.71.
T h e E u r o p e a n R e g i o n a l 
Development Fund, European 

Social Fund and part of the 
European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development will be brought 
together into an EU SI Funds 
Growth Programme in England. 
The Growth Programme’s top 
priorities are innovation, research 
and development, support for 
S M E s , l o w c a r b o n , s k i l l s , 
employment and social inclusion.
E a c h L E P w i l l l e a d t h e 
development of an EU SI Funds 
investment strategy, which will 
form part of, and align with, the 
LEP’s strategic plan. The LEP will 
work with and reflect the interests 
of a broad range of economic, 
social and environmental partners, 
including businesses, civil society, 
rural partners and further and 
higher education institutes.
To assist LEPs in developing their 
EU SI Funds investment strategies, 
the Government plans to issue 
initial guidance to LEPs early in 
April. Details will appear on the 
national ESF website and in the 
next issue of this newsletter.
To view the response to the 
Heseltine Report please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/chzcchf 

Philip Cox Visit
Greater Manchester Council for 
Vo l u n t a r y O r g a n i s a t i o n s 
(GMCVO) recently hosted a visit 
to Manchester from Philip Cox 
(DCLG), who chairs the ERDF 
Local Management Committee and 
has a variety  of responsibilities in 
the North West. The visit was a 
conversation and included a range 
of mainly grass roots organisations 
but also included Network for 
Europe. There was a frank and 
wide ranging discussion of issues 
relevant to the Sector, including the 
current European Programme and 
plans for the next as well as the 
need for better involvement with 
the LEP. Those present considered 
it a useful meeting and there was 
interest in future conversations. 
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National ESF 
Newsletter

The Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) has produced 
another national ESF newsletter:
Download your copy here:  
http://tinyurl.com/ccbjvz8 

Delivering Support 
for Families with 
Multiple Problems
A report highlighting the work of 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) Co-financing 
O r g a n i s a t i o n ( C F O ) i n 
delivering Support for Families 
with Multiple Problems has 
recently  been published on ESF-
Works.
Helping people in families with 
multiple problems and complex 
needs move away from benefits 
and into employment is a key 
priority for the Government.
The reports covers the North 
West: Reed in Partnership and 
their partners deliver the ESF 
Support for Families with 
Multiple Problems programme 

across the North West in 
C u m b r i a , L a n c a s h i r e , 
Merseyside and Halton. The 
programme provides a whole 
family  approach to support, 
while also meeting individual 
needs of family  members where 
unemployment crosses the 
generations, to move them closer 
to the labour market
To view the report please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/d2zanjq 

Liverpool LEP 
European Advisory 
Partnership Group
Liverpool LEP’s Board has 
s e v e r a l s u b - c o m m i t t e e s , 
including one for Europe which 
meets every two months. Below 
this a new group  has been set up 
called the European Advisory 
Partnership  Group. This had its 
first meeting on 13 March and 
confirmed its terms of reference, 
next steps and a Stakeholders 
meeting on 23 April.
EAPG has nine representatives 
f rom the Par tners (Local 
Authorities, Universities, Further 
E d u c a t i o n , T h i r d S e c t o r, 
Chambers , Trade Unions , 
Transport, Environment and 
Rural) and six from the main 
LEP a reas (Low Carbon , 
Innovation, Business Growth, 
Employment & Skills, SuperPort 
and Tourism). Network for 

Europe represents the Third 
Sector, after discussion with a 
variety of VCS infrastructure 
organisations. We will be 
providing information to and 
consulting with a VCS Liverpool 
Reference Group, as well as 
arranging events and other 
activities to properly involve the 
Sector in planning for the next 
programme. Please do get in 
touch if you want to get 
involved.
The LEP Sub-Group had agreed 
a h i g h l e v e l w o r k p l a n 
( G o v e r n a n c e , L o b b y i n g , 
P r i o r i t i e s , S t r a t e g y , 
Management, State Aids, Other) 
and has five Lead Officers 
sharing responsibilities, with 
deadlines over the next few 
m o n t h s . W h i l e t h e n e x t 
European Programme has eleven 
Themes, Liverpool has defined 
twelve closely related themes. 
Each of these now has a lead 
(Andy Churchill of Network for 
Europe is the Inclusion lead) and 
information on these themes will 
be assembled by  mid-May with 
near final drafts by end June. 
(Detailed Guidance from BIS to 
LEPs is expected early in July). 
Development of the themes will 
take place by consultation, and 
the themes need to link together. 
We will need support from 
across the Third Sector with this. 
The Stakeholder event will be on 
23 April.

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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