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European Funding:
Good Practice and Preparing for 
the Next Programme
Network for Europe is running an event on 3 July to 
look at good practice from the current ESF and 
ERDF European Programmes and proposals for the 
next ones (2014-20). Sue Baxter from BIS (the 
Department for Business, Innovation & Skills) is 
leading on the English Proposals and BIS is 
consulting on what could happen next.
We are expecting an effective next programme with 
an increasing role for Civil Society, including Social 
Business, Community-led Local Development and 
simplified procedures. There will be greater use of 
financial instruments and support for Social 
Innovation.
This event is focussed on voluntary and community 
sector (VCS) organisations in North West England. It 
is for those with experience of, or an interest in 
European Funding and in particular for those 
wishing to learn from the current programmes so that 
in the future we can run more focussed, more 
effective programmes, delivering smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth and balancing national and 
European strategies with local intelligence and local 
delivery.
To book your place at this event, visit:
http://eu1420.eventbrite.com
Or contact Network for Europe on 0151 237 3972.

NW Learning and Skills Network
The next meeting of the North West VCS 
Employment Learning and Skills Network will be 
held on 21 June. This meeting will look at the issue 
of apprenticeships and the opportunities available for 
the VCS to both facilitate these and to give 
apprentices opportunities within VCS organisations 
and projects. Network for Europe will be on hand to 
support organisations that wish to explore the use of 
European Socia l Fund (ESF) to provide 
apprenticeships opportunities to their beneficiaries.
It is open to any  VCS organisation in the North West 
who has an interest in employment, learning and 
skills. If you are not already a member of the 
Employment Learning and Skills Network, you are 
still welcome to attend and can become a member at 
the meeting if you wish.
There is an excellent set of speakers and their 
contributions will also act as a catalyst for a 
discussion in groups about how the VCS can 
maximise the opportunities available with 
apprenticeship programmes. The speakers will also 
participate in the group discussions. There will be 
opportunities for questions and the event will 
conclude with a networking lunch. 
If you would like to attend please contact John 
Hacking at john.hacking@networkforeurope.eu by 
19 June. Booking isn't essential and you are 
welcome to come along on the day. 
For further info, visit: http://tinyurl.com/boqxsg5

Welcome!
Welcome to the May edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on European 
issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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ERDF PMSC
The Performance Monitoring sub-
committee met on 9 June, with a 
programme update and reports on 
p e r f o r m a n c e a n d p r o j e c t 
development. Two projects were 
endorsed - Incubation Support in 
Cumbria (under Priority 1) with 
£0.3m for UCLAN and £7.6m for 
Blue Orchid for Start-up Support in 
Greater Manchester under P4. A 
reques t to red i rec t  funding 
previously approved for Salford 
University  was not endorsed. There 
was a report on P5 (Technical 
Assistance) where Network for 
Europe’s bid is requesting a higher 
intervention rate. Super Fast 
Broadband has State Aid delays and 
there was endorsement for the Call 
for Projects for Business Growth 
Hub (under P1) for the four sub-
regions outside Merseyside and for 
an Outline under P2 for a Graphene 
Hub. 
The next meeting will be on 5 
September 2012.

Priority 4 Update
Priority Four (for the worst-off 
areas) bids from the recent call are 
being processed.  The £1.9m bid 
from Blue Orchid for Cheshire is 
approved and their £7.6m bid for 
Manchester processed. Lancashire 
(Blackburn and Darwen BC) is 
resubmitting (£1.7m) once OJEU 
procedures are complete, Cumbria 
(Chamber) is revising its £0.8m 
proposal, and the Merseyside (St 

He l ens Chamber ) £0 .5m i s 
proceeding. The £5.9m proposal 
from Liverpool City (part of the 
group of three bids for Merseyside 
from last year) is not yet approved.

Post-13 Working 
Group

A sub-group of the EESG Strategy 
Group  is looking at possibilities for 
the 2014-20 Programme across the 
North West. The meeting on 14 
May considered the latest on the 2-
page 5-LEP document, and next 
steps. The next meeting is arranged 
for 22 June 2012.

Merseyside ERDF 
Technical Group
The Technical Group met on 17 
May with a presentation from 
Langtree on Duke Street. There was 
an update on Priorities 1, 2 and 4, 
including the potential change 
control for Laser Engineering. 
Deve lopmen t s fo r t he nex t 
programme were noted as was the 
new ERDF Guidance. The next 
meeting will take place on 19 June.

M-KEG
Merseyside’s Knowledge Economy 
Group met again to consider the 
role of Knowledge Economy in the 
next programme. 

Business Growth 
Coordination Group
The Regional Transition Group for 
Business Support/Growth has now 
reformed and is called the Business 
Growth Co-ordination Group (for 
the North West). It  is accountable to 
the Regional Leaders Board and the 
five LEPs with fifteen members 
(ten from the LEPs, two from the 
Chambers and one each from 
Business Leaders Team, Social 
Enterprise and Higher Education. 
Val Jones from Social Enterprise 
North West represents Social 
Enterprise. The new group had its 
first meeting on 22 May and agreed 
its terms of reference. It considered 
European Funded business support 
post-2013 and David Reed from 
C o m m u n i t i e s a n d L O c a l 
Government (CLG) attended to 
give a presentation on the current 
ERDF Programme. There was a 
discussion on the ERDF P1 
Business Hub call, and on Supply 
Chain projects. Future meetings 
would be every three months.

Brussels Office
Merseyside Brussels Office met on 
29 May  and welcomed Liverpool 
University  as a new member. There 
was a presentation on the new ten-
year EU environment strategy 
(7EAP) and a policy update 
(including progress towards the 
next programme, Trans i t ion 
Regions and the Atlantic Strategy).

EU Open Days 2012

In October, up  to 7,000 people gather in Brussels, with 
over a hundred presentations about regeneration and 
cohesion funds, supported by the Committee of the 

Regions and DG Regio. This year, we will be involved 
again, collaborating with LDnet in a presentation on 
Community-led Local Development and with ECAS 
and Euclid Network on Civil Society and 
strengthening partnerships. This year, there will be 107 
workshops, with 20 on community-led local 
development , 21 on innovat ion and smart 
specialisation, 11 on urban development and 7 on 
financing. Registration is expected to open on 9 July.



ERDF Phasing-In Sub 
Committee
Merseyside’s ERDF Phasing In 
s u b - g r o u p w h i c h h a d b e e n 
scheduled for 31 May was 
postponed (the meeting was too 
close to the holidays).

BINGO
Our Polish colleagues at Centrum 
Pisop  have been preparing courses 
and documentation to support the 
effective development of NGOs in 
Poland (especially  around Finance, 
Management, Human Resources 
and Publicity) and visited us twice. 
They  have now prepared the model 
and presented it  to the Local 
Officials and Chamber on 21 May. 
They  received support so can now 
move to develop and deliver the 
model.

European Economic 
Strategy Group

The European Economic Strategy 
Group  met on 29 May. There was a 
presentation on planning for the 
next programme from Carol 
Sweetenham and David Morrall 
from DCLG (the Department 
responsible for ERDF) where they 
referred to the importance of Civil 
Society and the Voluntary and 
C o m m u n i t y S e c t o r i n t h e 
discussions and mentioned Social 
Business and Community-led Local 
Development. They said this was a 
critical time in developing the next 
round of the Structural Funds and 
the UK Government is currently 
deve lop ing the Pa r tne r sh ip 
Agreement. Key  questions included 
integration of ESF and ERDF 
funds, the best geographical level 
for programmes to ensure locally 
driven growth and effective 
delivery and what success will look 
like. There was an update from the 

NW Post-13 sub group (Simon is 
now seconded part time to BIS, the 
UK Department leading on the next 
programme) and a discussion on 
future ERDF calls for proposals, 
looking at what money will be still 
available under each of the 
Priorities. There was an update on 
JEREMIE, where there will be a 
s p e c i a l s i n g l e i t e m L o c a l 
Management Committee on 15 
June to review what has happened 
and to consider next steps. The next 
EESG meeting will be on 2 July.

ESF Community 
Grants Evaluation

T h e Wo r k e r s ’ E d u c a t i o n a l 
Association (WEA) is inviting 
suitably  qualified individuals or 
organisations to submit proposals 
to carry out the Programme 
Evaluation for the Community 
Learning Grants programme for the 
North West of England. 
The European Social Fund (ESF) 
was set  up to improve employment 
opportunities in the European 
Union and so help raise standards 
of living. It aims to help people 
fulfil their potential by giving them 
better ski l ls and bet ter job 
prospects. 
ESF Community  Learning Grants 
make funds available in the form of 
small grants to appropriate third 
sector organisations in order to help 
increase employment and reduce 
unemployment and inactivity 
amongst very  disadvantaged 
populations. These grants aim to 
facilitate the progress of these 
individuals furthest from the job 
market to move closer towards 
employment. 
The ESF Community Learning 
Grants programme for the North 
West is being managed for the 

Skills Funding Agency (SFA) by 
the WEA. Nearly  £2m is available 
to be given out by December 2013 
in the North West through this 
programme. For further details on 
Community Grants in the North 
West please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/cncs8rx 
W E A i s n o w l o o k i n g t o 
commiss ion an independent 
evaluation of the programme. 
Proposals should be fully costed up 
to the value of £10,000 and respond 
directly  to the criteria set out in the 
Evaluation Guidance, for further 
information please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/c79f63q
The deadline for proposals is 5 p.m. 
on Friday 22 June 2012. Proposals 
should be submitted by email to 
ESFgrants@wea.org.uk If you have 
any queries, please contact Ian 
McHugh, on 0161 277 5411 or 
ian.mchugh@wea.org.uk

European Funding 
Information Day
As part of the Transforming Local 
Infrastructure Fund, Voluntary  & 
Community Action Wirral (VCA 
Wirral ) in par tnership wi th 
Merseyside Expanding Horizons 
have developed a new service for 
Wirral organisations which will 
provide specialised training, advice 
and capacity building to help 
support the development of local 
projects into European projects.
The unique service will support 
VCS organisations in the Wirral 
area towards increased potential for 
sustainability  through accessing 
European working opportunities. 
Expanding Horizons' key role is to 
share information and best practice, 
identify potential European funding 
opportunities and provide specialist 
support for development of 
European projects.
For more information about the 
event, download the flyer, at:
http://tinyurl.com/d8b5dvt
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Skills Funding 
Agency (SFA) 
Subcontractor 
Register 2011/2012
The Skills Funding Agency has 
published an update to the list  of 
subcontractors with an aggregate 
contract value of £100,000 and 
over together with details of their 
lead provider(s). This update is a 
snapshot taken as at 10 May 2012 
and is for the 2011/12 academic 
year only. 
The Agency co l l ec t s t h i s 
information from through the 
Declaration of Subcontractors 
form which is then collated and 
a g g r e g a t e d i n t o t h e 
Subcontracting Register. By 
sharing the details of the 2011/12 
Declaration of Subcontractors 
form the Skills funding Agency 
aims to assist lead providers by 
providing the national picture of 
the Agency’s wider supply chain.  
Alongside the Subcontractor 
Register, the Agency has further 
developed the Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs) to support the 
publication.
To view the Subcontractor 
Register please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/6wmcshp
To view the FAQ please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/bvcpghu
For further information on the 
Subcontractor Register please 
visit: http://tinyurl.com/ctskh3y

ESF Mainstreaming 
Leader Awards
The ESF Mainstreaming Leader 
Awards g ive h igh p ro f i l e 
r ecogn i t ion to those ESF 
providers and sub-contractors 
who “go the extra mile” in 
promoting equal opportunities 
and sustainable development. 
The awards aim to move the 
mainstreaming agenda forward 
by promoting the award winners’ 
good practice with other partners 
across the programme. ESF 
providers and sub-contractors are 
invited to apply  for this year’s 
ESF Mainstreaming Leader 
Awards. Closing date for entries 
is 24 August 2012.
The categories of the awards, 
ESF Mainstreaming Leader and 
ESF Mainstreaming Leader 
Specialist Project, reflect the dual 
approach to mainstreaming which 
the ESF programme promotes by:
•requiring providers to have 
policies and action plans to 
promote equality and sustainable 
development, and
•using ESF funds to support a 
range of niche and specialist 
projects which either target 
specific disadvantaged groups or 
which have an environmental or 
“green” focus in promoting jobs 
and skills.
This year’s awards again include 
the ESF Gender Equa l i ty 
Mainstreaming Leader award 

which was introduced for the first 
time last year. This award 
category aims to give special 
recognition to projects which 
have demonstrated good practice 
in promoting gender equality, 
w h i c h c a n a l s o i n c l u d e 
innovative approaches. 
For further information please 
visit: http://tinyurl.com/c6xrwje

ESF Reaction to the 
Financial Crisis
The European Commission has 
p r e s e n t e d a n e w r e p o r t , 
“Evaluation of the reaction of the 
ESF to the economic and 
financial crisis”. This report 
highlighted the responsiveness of 
t h e E S F O p e r a t i o n a l 
P r o g r a m m e s , t h a n k s t o 
simplifications made in 2009.
Despite difficult circumstances in 
which one might expect a switch 
to passive short-term actions, 
spending on active labour market 
p o l i c y m e a s u r e s a c t u a l l y 
increased during the crisis. The 
authors remark that this could 
well be due to the ESF which 
promotes active measures and 
contr ibutes to longer- term 
structural changes in labour 
markets.
For further information or to 
download a copy of the report in 
full, please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/d6sl8v3

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu

 Post:  151 Dale Street
   Liverpool
   L2 2AH
 Telephone: 0151 237 3972
 Fax:   0151 237 3973
 E-mail: info@networkforeurope.eu
 Website: www.networkforeurope.eu
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
 Twitter: @network4europe

http://www.networkforeurope.eu/files/files/FINAL2011_12_Subcontracting_Register_(as_at_10_May_2012).pdf
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/files/files/FINAL2011_12_Subcontracting_Register_(as_at_10_May_2012).pdf
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/files/files/201112_Subcontracting_Register_as_at_10_May_2012_-_Frequently_Asked_Questions_-_Published_31_May_2012.pdf
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/files/files/201112_Subcontracting_Register_as_at_10_May_2012_-_Frequently_Asked_Questions_-_Published_31_May_2012.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/ctskh3y
http://tinyurl.com/ctskh3y
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/esf/esf-in-action/events-and-awards/esf-mainstreaming-awards-for-equal/
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/esf/esf-in-action/events-and-awards/esf-mainstreaming-awards-for-equal/
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=67&newsId=7963
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=67&newsId=7963
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:info@networkforeurope.eu
mailto:info@networkforeurope.eu
http://www.networkforeurope.eu
http://www.networkforeurope.eu
http://www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
http://www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
http://en.twitter.com/Network4Europe
http://en.twitter.com/Network4Europe

