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BIS Roadshows
Business Innovation and Skills is the lead 
Government Department planning the 2014-20 
Programme in England. The proposed structure was 
launched at a roadshow in Birmingham on 21 
November, followed by 11 further events with the 
final one on 17 December (for around 200 people in 
Preston). Feedback and discussion at the roadshows 
is encouraged with a formal consultation on 
partnership due early  in the 2013. Network for 
Europe were at the Birmingham Roadshow and 
issued a briefing note. We will be supporting our 
Reference Group and any other VCS representatives 
attending the Preston event.
The proposal joins the two main funds (ESF and 
ERDF) together with some of EAFRD (Agriculture) 
at a national level to provide simplified programmes. 
There is proposed to be one overall Monitoring 
Committee, thematic sub-groups and mixed 
department support from civil servants at regional 
level. There is intended to be considerable 
devolution to LEPs who will take the lead in 
developing strategies. This could be a good effective 
proposal for the North West where the five LEPs are 
coterminous with the sub-regions and the proposed 
Intermediate Areas. However, the LEPs must want to 
rise to this challenge and will need further support 
not least in linking with the Voluntary  Community 
and Social Enterprise Sector which has an increased 
role in the European Commission’s proposals.

Commission Position Paper on 
UK Structural Funds 2014-20

The European Commission has provided the UK 
with its Position Paper for the UK in relation to the 
EU funding arrangements due to come into force in 
2014. The paper is meant to help Member States 
such as the UK develop  programmes which are 
closely aligned with Europe 2020 and are based on 
its priorities; however, this is a non-paper which will 
form the basis of ‘informal’ discussions between UK 
and EC prior to the beginning of ‘formal’ discussions 
which will begin once the Regulations are in place 
(which we anticipate will be July 2013).
It is part of the process of developing the detail of 
the new EU funding programmes and contains a lot 
of detail about potential arrangements in the new 
programme.
The paper can be found here:
http: / /www.networkforeurope.eu/f i les/f i les/
PositionPaper-finalDec12.pdf
Further information regarding this paper and its 
contents will be available soon. Anyone wishing to 
comment on the content of the paper or have any 
views on its contents please send them to 
john.hacking@networkforeurope.eu

Welcome!
Welcome to the November edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on 
European issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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ERDF PMSC
T h e E R D F P e r f o r m a n c e 
Monitoring Sub-Committee met on 
6 November with an update on 
spend and de-commitment. While 
there is no problem for the current 
year, 2013 spend will need to be 
watched more closely, especially 
with the return of some of the 
JEREMIE Funds to the Programme 
- but progress with spend on some 
of the larger items such as 
Broadband and Graphene should 
become clearer.

 
The European Commission’s 
response to the revision of outputs 
and resul ts for the current 
programme is expected very soon. 
A review of the North West Fund 
(JEREMIE will take place in 
January - at the Local Management 
Committee). With the continuing 
delays to Superfast Broadband (at 
UK-EU level), a speculative 
bidding call for Priority 2 projects 
was discussed (to go to Strategy 
G r o u p a n d p e r h a p s t o b e 
announced in January). This would 
identify  a pool of potential 
proposals and is a prudent measure 
in case there are further delays 
with Broadband. The Priority 3 and 
4 bids for Merseyside were still 
being processed and there was 
consideration of a £2m proposal 
for marketing Merseyside. The 
RONW (Rest of the North West, 

i.e. NW excluding Merseyside) call 
was fine tuned at  the Strategy 
Group  to reflect a stronger focus 
on Business Incubation at Priority 
1 and Business Workspace at P4 
and it  was confirmed that the call 
would not include Merseyside. The 
deadline was due to be 14 
December, with start in April 2013 
and end by  June 2015. Calls now 
included Deliverability Tests.
It was noted that the new CLG 
website was being launched 
(unifying the regional ERDF 
programmes within the one site, 
and publicising the country wide 
forms agreed from 1 April 2012). 
T h e r e w a s a r e p o r t o n 
underperforming projects and 
Endorsement for Growth Hubs 
under Priority 1 in Greater 
Manchester (£4.805m), Cumbria 
(£3.798m), Lancashire (£3.623m) 
and P4 Business Startup in 
Lancashire (£2.393m).

ERDF Technical Group
Merseyside’s ERDF Technical 
Group  met on 6 November. The 
group welcomed Natasha Mealor 
into her new post. There was 
discussion on the proposed bidding 
rounds with a subsequent meeting 
taking place on 9 November. There 
was further discussion on Superfast 
broadband and possible timings as 
well as discussion on the North 
West Automotive Alliance. There 
was discussion on progress on the 
bidding rounds under Priorities 3 
and 4 and on the Eldonian Project.
The next meeting has been 
arranged to take place on 11 
December.

Strategy Group
The EESG (European Economic 
Strategy Group) met on 13 
November with a Programme 
update and call development 
update. There was discussion on 
the Priority 2 speculative call, as 
well as a clearer understanding of 
the proposed Priority  1 (incubator) 
and Priority 4 (workspace) calls for 
the Rest Of the North West. There 
was also a report on the 2014-20 
Programme. The next meeting will 
take place on 22 January. 

Phasing-In Sub-
Committee

Merseyside’s ERDF Phasing-In 
Sub -Commi t t ee me t on 22 
November with presentations from 
Green Deal and from Chrysalis 
which is running the JESSICA 
(property) Fund. There was an 
update on Programme and Project 
Performance, as well as a look at 
Project development - the five 
strand Priority  1 proposal was 
agreed  - to go out for a call with a 
deadline at  the very beginning of 
January. There was a report on the 
two big projects, JEREMIE (North 
We s t F u n d ) a n d S u p e r f a s t 
Broadband - it was reported that 
there had been some agreement 
between the UK and European 
Commission on this.  There was 
report from the Technical Group, 
a n d o n e o n t h e P o s t - 1 3 
programme. The next meeting will 
be on 7 March.

EU Reference Group
The EU Reference Group met in Chester on 2 
November and looked at the current European 
Funding programme and progress towards the future 
ones. The next meeting which will look in particular 
at the recent and upcoming BIS Roadshows was 
arranged for 7 December.

CLG Website
The Department for Communities and Local 
Government (CLG), the part of government which 
administers ERDF, has launched a new website:
Information about ERDF in the North West can now 
be found, here: https://www.gov.uk/applying-for-erdf-
funding#applying-for-funding-in-the-north-west
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Post-13
The Post-13 Sub Group (of the 
EESG) met again on 30 November. 
There was an update on progress, 
including the Heseltine Report and 
the BIS Roadshows, as well as 
consideration of the work that had 
been undertaken under the chapter 
headings. It was agreed that  just the 
key  points should be made 
available to the Region’s Leaders 
Board, which was meeting shortly 
afterwards.

LMC
The ERDF Local Management 
Committee, due to take place in 
December has been rescheduled to 
30 January. This will allow it to 
receive a report and discuss 
progress with the North West Fund.

EAPN

European Anti Poverty Network 
(EAPN) England held its meeting 
in Liverpool on 29 November and 
included a presentation on the 
proposed 2014-20 programme, 
feedback from the UK Liaison 
G r o u p ( c o v e r i n g t h e f o u r 
countries), and planning and 
partner updates. A date for the next 
meeting has not  yet been agreed, 
but it is expected early  in the new 
year.

ChangeUp
Merseyside ChangeUp met on 30 
November with an update from the 
in f ras t ruc ture o rgan isa t ions 
present, as well as discussion on 
the Liverpool LEP and the 
proposed 2014-20 European 
Programmes. There was an update 
on the two Transforming Local 
Infrastructure (TLI) Projects, and a 
report on regional developments.

Richard Review of 
Apprenticeships

The long awaited review by  Doug 
Richard in to the fu tu re o f 
apprenticeships in the UK has been 
published.
A p p r e n t i c e s h i p s f i g u r e 
significantly in much of the activity 
funded through the current 
European Social Fund programme 
and look set to continue the same 
way in the new programmes due to 
start in 2014.
This report should be interesting 
reading for any  VCS organisation 
looking to be involved with both 
apprenticeships and European 
funding in the future.
The report can be found on the BIS 
website, here:
h t tp : / /www.bis .gov.uk/news/
topstor ies /2012/Nov/r ichard-
review-of-apprenticeships

Big Society Capital
This meeting, organised by Social 
Enterprise North West (SENW) 
took place on 9 November, with 
presentations from Big Society 
Capital, Social Investment Bank 
and Big Lottery Fund, together 
with frank presentations on local 
experience from SENW, The 
Womens Organisation and Can 
Cook Studio. Proper funding for 
Social Enterprise and other 
Voluntary and Community Sector 
organisations is vital for the 
development of the sector, and 
there are interesting proposals for 
using European Funding.

Locality Convention

Network for Europe ' s John 
Hacking was a speaker at the 
Locality 2012 Convention in 
Bristol on 6/7 November. Locality 
was formed from a merger of the 
Development Trusts Association 
and Bassac and the convention this 
year had over 600 delegates. 
Network for Europe, in partnership 
w i th P rog res s ive European 
Solutions, hosted a workshop on 
European funding which was 
attended by over 70 delegates. John 
said, "It was interesting to compare 
the experience of organisations 
from around the country with that 
of our organisations here in the 
North West. The perspectives we 
gathered from the workshop 
participants will help us to put 
forward our case better in future.”

Latest news on EU 
Funding Programmes 
2014-2020

Network for Europe has produced a 
bulletin rounding up  the latest 
information on the future EU 
Structural Funds Programme, 
which will run from 2014 to 2020.
We will continue to distribute 
information as and when it 
becomes available.
To download the bulletin, visit our 
website, here:
http://www.networkforeurope.eu/
files/files/Bulletin%20November
%202012.pdf
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ESF Community 
Grants Round 3

Round three of the Community 
Grants Programme in the North 
West has launched. Nearly  £2m 
is available to be given out over 
the next two years in the North 
Wes t as ESF Communi ty 
Learning Grants. These are 
grants up to a maximum of 
£12,000 available to support 
some of the hardest to reach 
communities and individuals to 
help people access further 
learning or training that could 
lead to employment.
The funding can be applied for 
by smal l communi ty and 
voluntary groups, registered 
charities & social enterprises, 
wi th p re fe rence g iven to 
organisations with a turnover of 
no more than £300,000 per year 
in each of the last 2 years.
Closing date for this round is 17 
January 2013.
Please note that due to the high 
d e m a n d f o r C o m m u n i t y 
Learning Grants funding in 
Merseyside in the first three 

rounds, all the ESF funding ring-
fenced for this area has now 
been fully  allocated. There will 
therefore be no Round Four in 
Merseyside in 2013. 
To find out more about what the 
ESF Community Grants are, 
how they work and and how you 
could benefit from them, please 
visit:
www.networkforeurope.eu/
community-grants
The programme for the North 
West is being managed by the 
W o r k e r s ’ E d u c a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ( W E A ) i n 
partnership with Community 
Matters and Locality.
For an application form and 
guidance notes for the third 
Round of ESF Community 
Learning Grants please visit: 
http://nw.wea.org.uk/esf_grants/
how_to_apply.php
For case studies of projects that 
have been funded by ESF 
Community Grants in the North 
West please visit:
www.networkforeurope.eu/esf-
community-learning-grants-case-
studies
Alternatively, you can also email 
ESFgrants@wea.org .uk or 
telephone 0161 277 5411.

Work Programme 
Job Outcome Figures 
Released

The Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) has released the 
f i rs t f igures showing job 
o u t c o m e s o n t h e Wo r k 
Programme. The figures cover 
the period from the beginning of 
June 2011 to the end of July 
2012.
The Work Programme contains 
elements of activity funded 
through the European Social 
Fund (ESF).
The headline figures are:
•The total number of job 
outcomes paid to providers from 
1st June 2011 to the end of July 
2012 is 31,000.
•T h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f 
sustainment payments paid from 
1st June 2011 to the end of July 
2012 is 58,000 and these were 
paid for 20,000 participants. 
More details can be found on the 
DWP website, here:
http://statistics.dwp.gov.uk/asd/
a s d 1 / w o r k _ p r o g r a m m e /
wp_release_nov12.pdf?x=1

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu

 Post:  151 Dale Street
   Liverpool
   L2 2AH
 Telephone: 0151 237 3972
 Fax:   0151 237 3973
 E-mail: info@networkforeurope.eu
 Website: www.networkforeurope.eu
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/networkforeurope
 Twitter: @network4europe

Seminars and Events Coming Up
The next meeting of the Reference Group was arranged for 7 December...  ERDF seminars and bid 
improvements on new calls will be taking place, further information will follow...  Good Practice and Next 
Programme seminar, in partnership with Euclid Network and NCVO, 25 January...
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