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EU Open Days

Every  year DG Regio (the part of the European 
Commission responsible for ERDF) and the 
European Committee of the Regions (CoR) hold  
Open Days in October to bring together 
organisations from across the EU concerned with the 
Structural Funds. The events this year were mainly 
focussed on the next programme which will run from 
2014 to 2020. There were over six thousand people 
attending, with more than a hundred workshops, 
twenty  of those on Community-Led Local 
Development. Network for Europe was, as ever, 
active in the discussions and we presented at a 
Workshop on Community-Led Local Development 
with colleagues from LDnet, as well as presenting at 
a workshop on Partnership  with ECAS and Euclid 
Network. Other North West colleagues attended the 
event, with Flo Clucas making a presentation on 
JEREMIE funding.
For more information about EU Open Days, visit the 
dedicated website, here: www.opendays.europa.eu/

ERDF Calls
The ERDF Project  Development Team is 
endeavouring to put together Calls for Proposals by 
the end of this calendar year, so that as much as 
possible can be committed. They now have a new 
process, where the first stage bid is checked first for 
deliverability (ownership, planning permission, 
match, and so on) and given an initial appraisal, and 
then some projects are invited to move to stage two. 
Generally speaking, there are around four weeks 
between the formal call and the first stage deadline. 
There has been a call for P3 and P4 bids in 
Merseyside and a call for incubation centres to 
support new enterprises (under P1 and P4) in the 
Rest of the North West (RONW i.e. The North West 
excluding Merseyside) is being launched, as well as 
a call under P1 for Increasing SME’s Sustainable 
Consumption & Production and activity in the Low 
Carbon Environmental Goods and Services Sector, 
again for RONW. Following discussions from last 
December involving all the Partners on Merseyside, 
proposals for a call under P1 were worked up, 
around six headings and this call is expected soon. 
There may well be other calls shortly.
For more information, contact Network for Europe 
on 0151 237 3972 or visit the relevant page of our 
website:http://tinyurl.com/d26lgg3
Or visit the CLG website, here:
http://tinyurl.com/7hx7nnf

Welcome!
Welcome to the October edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on 
European issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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Strategy Group
The European Economic Strategy 
Group  (as sub-group of the ERDF 
Local Management Committee) 
cancelled its meeting of 4 October, 
and is next due to hold a meeting on 
13 November. 

ERDF Merseyside 
Technical Group
Merseyside Technical Group (the 
sub-committee of the Merseyside 
Phasing In Sub-committee) met on 
16 October with a presentation on 
Social Enterprise Leadership 
Training. There was an update on 
t h e p r o p o s e d P 1 C a l l f o r 
Merseyside, with the proposed six 
headings, and it was hoped progress 
would soon be made. There were 
further updates and discussion on 
the other Priorities, including on the 
REECH (housing) project and a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o n t h e n e x t 
programme. The next meeting will 
be on 6 November.

Merseyside P3-P4
As part of the processing of the 
Merseyside Priority  3 and Priority 4 
bids, the Merseyside Technical 
Group, with the Local Authorities’ 
Regeneration Directors and Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) met on 
17 October for a presentation from 
the Project Development Team 
(PDT) (sometimes known as the 
ERDF Secretariat) on the bids. 
While the group were not able to 
see the proposals, it was told of the 
state of the first stage appraisals, 
and could comment on overall 
strategy for the sub-region.

NCVO
The NCVO European Advisory 
Group  (was TSEN) met in Swindon 
on 26 October (it is aiming to meet 
regionally, where possible). There 
was an update on VCS involvement 
in the LEPs, and on progress 
towards the 14-20 Programme. 
There was discussion on the Terms 
of Reference, and reports on 
C o m m u n i t y L e d L o c a l 
Development and on the Work 
Programme. A further meeting of 
the NCVO sub-group  on new 
possibilities for match funding was 
held on 31 October.

BIS
The Department for Business 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) is 
taking the lead in developing the 
2014-20 programmes in England, 
working with the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) and 
C o m m u n i t i e s a n d L o c a l 
Government (CLG) and other 
Departments. A team of three and a 
half has been seconded to them 
(from Local Authorities, Voluntary 
Sector and Higher Education). It is 
expected that by  mid November 
they wil l have put together 
proposals for the overall structure of 
the next programme, which we 
think will be central Programmes, 
but with strong devolution where 
appropriate (for example to the City 
Regions and Transition Areas). 
There will then be a series of 
workshops held from 21 November, 
w h e r e B I S w a n t s t o s p a r k 
discussion on the proposals. There 
will only be one event in the North 
West. This (the last one - on 17 

December) will be held in Preston. 
It is not clear whether the money 
that comes into England due to the 
low GDP in the North West will be 
ring fenced in the next programme, 
or whether it will be open to bidding 
from any area.
Next year, BIS has to put together a 
partnership agreement. This is 
expected to go out for consultation 
early next  year before being 
s u b m i t t e d t o t h e E u r o p e a n 
Commission before the summer. 
We will be running a variety  of 
events, briefings and information 
packs, working where possible in 
partnership with other organisations. 
T h e r e a r e a l s o i n t e r e s t i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t s a r o u n d t h e 
availability  of substantial match 
funding pots for the sector, and we 
hope to be able to extend the 
discussion on these locally.

MFF
The Seven Year budget (Multi-
Annual Financial Framework) 
might be approved at  the special 
Council of Ministers which the 
Cyprus presidency is convening on 
22 and 23 November (perhaps 
overrunning to 24th and 25th). This 
is a time for all the member states to 
negotiate to produce an agreement 
that allows us all to move forward 
and if agreement is reached then the 
Regulations for the Structural Funds 
could be approved and preparations 
for the 2014-20 programmes can 
proceed more rapidly. If there is no 
agreement then we will have to wait 
for  further Council meetings, 
perhaps arranged in June 2013 by 
the Irish Presidency.

Social Economy

Having attended the original meeting in the Shipyards 
in Gdansk, Network for Europe were pleased to be 
invited to make a presentation at  VI-OSES, the sixth 
annual meeting for the Polish Model of Social 

Economy. Interest and work on Social Enterprise in 
Poland continues to develop, and they  are looking at 
how best to support it through the coming 2014-20 
Programme.
We also took part on a side meeting (which included 
our colleagues from Euclid Network and FEBEA) 
which looked at potential developments around 
Financial Instruments and the role of the Social Banks.



Croatia

Network for Europe’s Croatian 
colleagues visited the Open Days in 
Brussels and we were pleased to 
take part  in the briefing for their 
group, organised by ECAS.

Post-13
The Post 13 working group met on 
8 October, with a paper on the 
impact of pas t and current 
European programmes. The next 
meeting is on 30 November.

ERDF LMC
The delayed meeting of the ERDF 
Local Management Committee took 
place on 15 October in Chester. 
Three new officials from the North 
West Fund made a presentation on 
their new Business Plan (sent out 
the Friday afternoon before, with an 
analysis from Grant Thornton). It 
was agreed the money allocated for 
the fund would be reduced by a 
further £15m (half of this is ERDF) 
and the position reviewed at the 
January meeting. While the largest 
of the six funds had been slow to 
commit, some of the smaller, more 
focussed ones were delivering well, 
and there would be flexibility 
between these funds. Advertising 
for a new CEO and Chair for the 
Fund will take place shortly.
There was a presentation on the two 
JESSICA funds (Chrysalis on 
Merseyside and Evergreen in the 
Rest of the North West) which have 
now drawn down their first monies 
and are about to make their first 
i n v e s t m e n t s . F o l l o w i n g a 
Governance review, the Investment 
Board (at Holding Fund level) now 
includes Cllr Phil Davies of the 
Wirral and Barbara Spicer from 
Salford. As there will be more 
opportuni t ies for JEREMIE, 
JESSICA and other Financial 

Instruments in the new programme 
(in particular for the VCS), it is is 
important we learn from our 
e x p e r i e n c e s i n t h e c u r r e n t 
Programme.
Members welcomed the good 
quality management information in 
the Progress Report. Delivery is 
still slow, and there is significant 
difference between the Outputs and 
Results from Priority  1 and Priority 
4 (P4 is generally delivering well).
Progress was reported on Superfast 
Broadband - but we are still waiting 
for the State Aids issues to be 
resolved - this seems to always be a 
few weeks in the future. Two 
projects were endorsed, Cheshire’s 
Superfast Broadband (£15m) and 
the Graphene Institute (£23m). 
There were also reports from the 
sub-committees. The next meeting 
was due in December, but has now 
been put back to 30 January.

SFA ESF Tender 
Round Briefing Events
The Skills Funding Agency is one 
o f t h e m a i n C o - F i n a n c i n g 
Organisations managing European 
Social Funds (ESF) in England. 
They  have funding available for 
ESF Priority 2 (which focuses on 
developing a skilled and adaptable 
workforce) for the remainder of the 
2007-2013 ESF Opera t ional 
Programme.
The Skills Funding Agency is 
planning to issue invitations to 
tender on November 14 for the 
delivery of ESF funded provision to 
provide skills support  for the 
workplace through Apprenticeships 
and related work place learning 
from April 2013.
The Agency will only  issue 
invitations to tender to those 
organisations which are on the 
Register of Training Organisations 
(the Register) at the time the 
invi ta t ion i s i ssued i .e . 14 
November 2012.

Network for Europe is running 
three briefing events across the 
North West.
These events will give details of the 
tenders and what the SFA is looking 
to fund.
There will be information about the 
process for responding to the 
Invitations to Tender (ITTs), as well 
as an opportunity for projects to 
s h a r e i d e a s a n d d i s c u s s 
collaborating on project bids if 
appropriate.
The dates and venues of the events, 
along with links to book your place, 
are as follows:
16 November, Manchester.
St Thomas Centre, Ardwick, 
Manchester, M12 6FZ
http://esfsfa1.eventbrite.co.uk
19 November, Lancaster.
Storey Creative Industries Centre, 
Meeting House Lane, Lancaster, 
LA1 1TH
http://esfsfa2.eventbrite.co.uk
20 November, Liverpool.
Network for Europe, 151 Dale 
Street, Liverpool, L2 2AH
http://esfsfa3.eventbrite.co.uk
Please note, places are limited to 
one person per organisation.

Cohesion Policy to 
Deliver Growth
Johannes Hahn, the Commissioner 
for Regional Policy, reaffirmed 
yesterday that effectiveness must be 
central to the discussions as we 
f o c u s o n C o h e s i o n P o l i c y 
investments clearly  towards the 
creation of growth and jobs.
The Commissioner said that 
Cohesion Policy is changing 
dramatically from a mere solidarity 
instrument to an investment policy 
a s w e l l , a i m e d a t r a i s i n g 
competitiveness, employment 
opportunities, and standards of 
living everywhere in the European 
Union.
To view the Commissioner's speech 
please visit:
http://tinyurl.com/cr6u7fc
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EU Info Days
Network for Europe will be 
runn ing a se r i e s o f Bas ic 
Information sessions on the 
European Union and EU funding 
opportunities, aimed at smaller 
Voluntary and Community Sector 
groups in Cheshire, Cumbria and 
Lancashire with little or no 
experience of Europe.
P a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l r e c e i v e 
information on the EU, local 
funding opportunities and working 
in partnership/consortia.
Sessions are free, delivered across 
the Northwest, include lunch and 
have been funded by the National 
Lottery through the Big Lottery 
Fund.
For more information, contact 
Sharon McCarthy on 0151 237 
3972 or email:
sharon.mccarthy@networkforeurope.eu 

ESF Evaluation
The National ESF Evaluation sub-
committee met on 4 October and 
took minutes from the previous 
meeting in June 2011. There was 
discussion on the second cohort 
study, including looking at some 
of the issues around sample size, 
contacting participants and match 

funding, and how to feed lessons 
learnt  into evaluations for the 
2 0 1 4 - 2 0 p r o g r a m m e s . T h e 
qualitative evaluation of Priorities 
1 and 4 (unemployed and NEET 
provision) discussed delivery and 
sub-contracting arrangements and 
an evaluation of the innovative/
t ransnat ional /mainstreaming 
projects suggested that Policy 
officials should be involved at an 
early stage, and noted that the 
substantial information from the 
projects would be held by ESF 
Works. There was also a report on 
the scoping study for families with 
multiple problems - it  was 
considered that a counterfactual 
impact evaluation would not be 
possible, and alternative methods 
were proposed, with a close look 
at what data would be available. 
There was an evaluation of the 
DWP Co-financing Plans 2007-10, 
f o c u s s i n g o n m a n a g e m e n t 
structures and co-financing. There 
was also information on the Skills 
Funding Agency work researching 
the involvement of women in 
skills provision, and it was noted 
that ESF works would shortly 
update their Evaluation page. The 
next meeting will be in May 2013.

Wales
Network for Europe were pleased 
to host a visit from WCVA (Wales 
Council for Voluntary Action) on 2 
October. They are very  active in 
current programmes, and we have 
much to learn f rom them, 
including their use of Volunteer 
time as match, the substantial use 
of ILM (Intermediate Labour 
Market) and the developments 
around Social Impact Bonds.

Lord Heseltine Calls 
for EU Simplification

The former Deputy  Prime Minister 
Lord Heseltine has published his 
independent report into economic 
growth and the UK's ability to 
create wealth.
The report is entitled 'No Stone 
Unturned in the Pursuit  of Growth' 
and conta ins a sec t ion on 
'Streamlining EU Funding'.
The full report can be viewed 
here: http://tinyurl.com/cfp93hs

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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Seminars and Events Coming Up
EU Reference Group, 7 December...  Three seminars on the Priority 2 ESF opportunities, 16 November 
(Manchester), 19 November (Lancashire), 20 November (Liverpool)...  ERDF seminar on new calls P1 and P4 
RONW, 5 November...  ERDF seminar on potential P1 call for Merseyside, date TBC...
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