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Employment and Social Situation 
in EU is ‘very serious’ says report
According to the latest EU Employment and Social 
Situation Quarterly Review, the employment and 
social situation in the EU remained very serious in 
the second quarter of 2012, while divergence 
remains persistent between Member States.
The EU has been in recession or on the verge of it 
since late 2011 and the overall economic sentiment 
is at its lowest level in three years. In this context, 
employment is subdued compared to last year and 
job-finding prospects remain poor compared to pre-
crisis years.
Especially worrying is the fact that unemployment is 
still on the rise and has climbed to 25.3 million, a 
historically high level. At 10.4% at EU level, the 
unemployment rate rose in 17 Member States and 
disparities have again widened. Long-term 
unemployed now account for 4.5 % of the active 
population (+0.4 pp over the year).
Beside the unemployed, there were some 8.6 million 
underemployed part-time workers in 2011, and a 
further 10.9 million people were in a grey  zone 
between inactivity and unemployment, e.g. those 
who have given up searching for work.
Youth unemployment is still at a dramatic level - 
22.5% in the EU in July. The gloomy outlook for the 
young reflects growing risks of long-term 
unemployment and inactivity, as indicated by the rise 

in the number of young people neither in 
employment nor in education and training (NEET).
The full report can be downloaded from our website, 
here:
http://tinyurl.com/cvl8kw9

EU Structural Funds and Civil 
Society Organisations

Network for Europe and NCVO were invited to 
make presentations to a European Commission 
Seminar on “EU Structural and Cohesion Funds and 
Civil Society  Organisations”, held in Osijek, Croatia 
for sixty people from civil society organisations, as 
well as local and national officials. With  Croatia 
expected to join the European Union in July 2013, 
they  are keen to build on their existing experience of 
delivering European Funds. It was good to meet 
people again and Network for Europe looks forward 
to working with Croatian colleagues in the future.
Presentations from the event are available online, 
here: http://tinyurl.com/9wygecy

Welcome!
Welcome to the September edition of Network for Europe’s newsletter, reporting on 
European issues relating to the Voluntary Sector.
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ERDF PMSC 
T h e E R D F P e r f o r m a n c e 
M o n i t o r i n g S u b - C o m m i t t e e 
(PMSC) met on 5 September and 
agreed the minutes for last  May. 
There was an update explaining that 
the physical transition from the 
Development Agency to DCLG 
(Department for Communities and 
Local Government) was complete, 
standardisation of ERDF processes 
across England was completed for 1 
April and finally Programme 
Development Team (PDT) staff 
were being integrated into DCLG. 
The response from the European 
Commission to the proposed 
changes to the Nor th West 
Operat ional Programme was 
awaited (due in a few months) and 
the forward planning Exchange 
Rate was adjusted in line with the 
other English Regions (increasing 
total value of the programme by 
£22.5m to £648.4m). To the end of 
July, 76% of the programme was 
contractually committed and the 
intention was to commit  remaining 
funds by  the end of this year if 
possible. As there are some large, 
high risk projects in the pipeline 
there will also be development of 
some speculative bids. Actual 
delivery of outputs and results is 
s t i l l low and there are big 
differences between the low 
delivery of P1 and the much higher 
figures for P4. There was an update 
on JEREMIE and JESSICA and 
information on the Business 
Support Directory, which will 
contain details of all live ERDF 

projects providing direct support to 
businesses. The Merseyside Bio-
innovation Centre (£11.4m) was 
endorsed and Merseyside Calls 
under Priority  3 and 4 were agreed. 
Bids of £20m had been received for 
the £15m available for Growth 
Hubs in the rest of the north west  
( R O N W - i . e . e x c l u d i n g 
Merseyside) and endorsements 
were likely to be asked for under 
written procedures. There was a 
progress report on the four projects 
to kick start the Low Carbon 
economy through support for 
energy efficiency and generation in 
s o c i a l h o u s i n g ( E u r o p e a n 
encouraged programmes to be 
changed to allow for this important 
activity - expected to be further 
developed in the next programme). 
Unfortunately after the delays 
s p e n d w a s s l o w a n d t h e 
Performance Monitoring Sub 
Committee (PMSC) agreed to 
reduce the RONW projects by  a 
total of £1.4m. A decision on the 
Merseyside Project (REECH) was 
deferred until October. The next 
meeting is on 7 November. 

NCVO

The National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations (NCVO) European 
Advisory  Group (was TSEN) met 
in Birmingham on 6 September and 
discussed membership, the Social 
Business Initiative, the Lottery, and 

a s k e d f o r i n f o r m a t i o n o n 
d e v e l o p m e n t s f o r t h e n e x t 
programme. The next meeting will 
be on 26 October.

Strategy Group
The European Economic Strategy 
Group  met on 11 September. There 
was a Programme Update and 
information on the Priority  3 Call 
for Capital Investment Projects. 27 
applications for £67m ERDF were 
received by the August deadline for 
the £10m available. Projects that 
passed the deliverability test had 
their outline application appraised 
and eight projects totaling £16.4m 
(including three public realm 
projects) had until 24 September to 
submit a full application. There 
were papers on potential Call 
development (P1.3 for sustainable 
Production and Consumption in 
RONW, and P1&4 for incubators 
and managed workspace). There 
were also papers on the North West 
Fund and on Post-2013. The next 
meeting was due on 4 October but 
was cancelled so the following 
meeting will be on 13 November.

Brussels Office
Merseyside Brussels Office met on 
14 September. There was a detailed 
paper on the latest developments on 
Cohesion Policy as we move 
t o w a r d s 2 0 1 4 - 2 0 i n c l u d i n g 
Transition Areas and the latest on 
the Atlantic Strategy. Also an 
update on recent MBO activities 
and the information bulletin. The 
next meeting is on 6 December.

Structured Dialogue
Working with Euclid Network, Network for Europe 
were pleased to be invited again to attend DG Regio’s 
Structured Dialogue on 14 September. This meeting 
was to debate and discuss the State of Play for EU 
Cohesion Policy 2014-20 with participants across 
Europe representing Civil Society, NGOs and the 
Social Partners.

European Anti-Poverty Network - 
England
The English part of the European Anti-Poverty 
Network (EAPN) met in Liverpool on 6 September 
with a discussion on keeping poverty  at the forefront 
of the European agenda. The next meeting has been 
arranged to take place on 29 November, again in 
Liverpool.



City Deal

Liverpool City  Deal was signed in 
London on 18 September. This is 
one of eight City  Deals, and 
involves devolving some powers 
and funds to the various City 
Regions to deliver more efficiently 
and effectively. For Liverpool there 
is the opportunity  to link this local 
funding to ESF and ERDF in the 
coming programme, especially 
through the proposed Transition 
Area status.

Procurement
Liverpool City Region Employment 
and Skills Group had a further 
meeting on 19 September on 
delivering Employment and Skills 
Benefits through Procurement. This 
included the Charter for Jobs and 
Skills and discussion of the Skills 
P l e d g e . M e a n w h i l e o n 1 3 
September the REECH project held 
a meeting on Procurement for 
energy generation and efficiency  in 
s o c i a l h o u s i n g l o o k i n g a t 
developments in involving local 
f i rms and encouraging sub-
contractors.

ESF PMC
The National ESF Programme 
Monitoring Committee met on 19 
September, attended by Ingrid 
Gardiner of NCVO representing the 
Sector. There was a Performance 
Report as well as Progress Reports 
f r o m t h e C o - F i n a n c i n g 
Organisations (Department for 
Works and Pensions, Skills Funding 
A g e n c y, N a t i o n a l O ff e n d e r 
Management Service and the 
London Counc i l s ) . Fo r t he 
afternoon there were papers on 
Community Grants, the Annual 
Implementation Report, a Progress 
Report on ESF Publicity  and an 

Update on progress towards 
2014-20. Papers to note covered 
Progress Reports from the four sub-
c o m m i t t e e s ( I n n o v a t i o n 
Transnationality & Mainstreaming, 
Evaluation, Gender Equality  & 
Equal Opportunities, Sustainable 
Development) and Local Authority 
Management Information Reports, 
East Midlands, Luton BC and 
Central Bedfordshire. The next 
meeting is due on 13 March.

City Employment 
Strategy
The Liverpool City  Employment 
and Skills Steering Group  met on 
26 September. There were papers 
on the Implementation of the City 
Region Deal, Procurement and an 
update on the ESF complementary 
strand (and recommendations to 
Skills Funding Agency under 
Priority  2 ESF). There was also an 
update on progress on the Labour 
Market Information Service and a 
L E P p a p e r - D e v e l o p m e n t 
Arrangements towards future 
European Programmes. The next 
meeting will be on 3 December.

MPISC

Merseyside’s Phasing In sub-
committee met on 27 September 
and agreed the minutes for last 
February. There was a presentation 
on the REECH project (kick 
starting the Low Carbon local 
economy through energy efficiency 
and generation measures in social 
housing) and papers on Superfast 
Broadband (£6m call, but bid of 
£6.9m) and Project Performance. 
There was an update on project 
development including Bio-
Innovation and reports from the 
Technical Group and on Post 2013. 
The next meeting is on 22 
November.

Merseyside 
Knowledge Economy 
Group
The Merseys ide Knowledge 
Economy EU Futures Group met 
again on 27 September with reports 
on Atlantic Strategy, Mayoral 
Commission, Next Programme (and 
Open Days activity) and a report on 
the Knowledge Economy Plan and 
the Innovation Strategy.

Next Programme

It had been expected that the 
a g r e e m e n t o n t h e 2 0 1 4 - 2 0 
European Budget (Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework) would be 
delayed until well into 2013. 
However, the Cypriot Presidency is 
now planning a special meeting of 
the Council of Ministers in 
November (between meetings in 
October and December on the 
financial crisis), so there might be 
an agreement this year.

EU Reference Group
The EU Reference Group  met again 
on 28 September in Preston. This is 
a group of over thirty organisations 
representing the different aspects of 
the Sector and interested in looking 
at Good Practice and preparing for 
the next programme. Not everyone 
attends every meeting but all 
r e c e i v e b r i e f i n g s a n d 
supplementary papers. The next 
meeting will be on 2 November in 
Chester.

Network for Europe 
AGM
We will be holding our AGM on 23 
October. All members are welcome 
to attend, and will already  have 
received a formal invitation.



JEREMIE & JESSICA
Following the resignation of the 
CEO, the North West Fund are in 
the process of recruiting a 
r e p l a c e m e n t , T h e r e v i s e d 
Business Plan is being assessed 
by some business consultants 
with a report to the Local 
Management Committee on 15 
October. 
For JESSICA the first draw 
downs have now taken place 
(£12m for Evergreen and £7m for 
Chrysalis).

Western Balkans
Network for Europe and Euclid 
Network were invited to make 
presentations to a Seminar held 
by ECAS for civil society 
organisations from across the 
Western Balkans and Turkey. We 
looked at the need for Partnership 
Working to effectively implement 
European funding and shared our 
experiences in North West 
England.

NOMS Social 
Enterprise Report
T h e N a t i o n a l O f f e n d e r 
Management Service (NOMS) is 
preparing a report on creating 
sustainable social enterprises in 
the criminal justice system. The 
report has a particular focus on 
making social enterprises more 
financially sustainable. A chapter 

from the report, Measuring Social 
Value, is available now online.
For more information, visit the 
NOMS Co-financing website, 
here:
http://tinyurl.com/93xueve 

Post 2013
The Post-13 sub group  (of the 
European Economic Strategy 
Group) met on 3 September. 
There was an update on evidence 
collection and an update on 
progress towards the next 
programme. The next meeting 
will be on 8 October. Nationally 
key issues being considered are - 
National Targets v Localism (and 
the impact of City  Deals), 
T h e m a t i c O b j e c t i v e s 
(concentration of the funds), 
Match Funding and Co-financing 
(a real issue for the next 
programme - and covering clean 
match from national or local 
sources), ESF/ERDF/EAFRD/
EMFF integration (key principle 
from Europe - but how to deliver 
it effectively in England) and 
Programme Organisation.

ESF for Skills Show
Taking place over three days, The 
Skills Show is set  to be the 
largest national skills event of the 
year with a dynamic mix of 
interactive Exhibits, ‘Have a Go’ 
activities and WorldSkills UK 
Skills Competitions.

The event  will take place from 
15-17 November at the NEC 
B i r m i n g h a m a n d i s a n  
inspirational and unique event for 
young people attending. They 
will:
•watch talented young people 
c o m p e t e i n a r a n g e o f 
WorldSkills UK competitions,
•Have a Go at a range of skills
•visit  colleges, learning providers 
and employers with access to 
information on a wide range of 
opportunities,
•see ESF projects on display, 
discovering how ESF can help 
with opportunities not normally 
available through formal training 
and learning.
As a result of ESF Technical 
Assistance, there is a unique 
opportunity to receive financial 
support so that teachers and 
carers in schools, colleges and 
learning providers are able to 
take young people aged 16 to 25 
years who are NEET or at risk of 
becoming NEET. Travel costs 
will be reimbursed and also a 
flat-rate day subsistence of £5 is 
paid for every  teacher, carer and 
young person attending.
This type of event is rarely 
available so if you want to be 
sure of attending and believe you 
qualify for funding please contact 
T h e S k i l l s S h o w Vi s i t o r 
Recruitment Team on 0845 475 
3356 or visit@theskillsshow.com. 

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any  of the subjects covered in this newsletter or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 0151 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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