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What will change in the next European Programmes?

Detailed proposals were published on 6th October for the 2014-20 programme, including for the European 
Social Fund and European Regional Development Fund. We can see the results of last year’s discussions 
reflected in the increasing role for civil society and in the support for community-led local development.
The funds will be much simpler, with a stronger focus on what is being delivered, rather than what is being 
spent, support for cities and urban centres, and a special status for transition areas, likely to include Merseyside 
and Cumbria. Social Innovation is featured, and of course there are references to Social Enterprise, as well as an 
increasing use of financial instruments (such as loans, so the funding has a greater effect), green jobs, and 
supporting excluded groups.
There are potentially  good links to our government’s strategies of localism, simplification, results, and a 
stronger role for civil society and the voluntary sector.

Background
Cohesion Policy covers a third of Europe’s budget, and is designed to bring about social, economic and 
territorial cohesion. It exists to secure the harmonious development of Europe, increasing jobs, and targeting 
support at the worst off areas and people. Last year’s report showed the successes of funds such as ESF and 
ERDF, and compared Europe with other parts of the world where development has come at the expense of more 
extremes of wealth, and of areas being left behind.
We are in the middle of the 2007-13 programme, but planning is underway for the next programme (2014-20). 
Last year, we had the Europe 2020 Strategy for Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive jobs. Then towards the end of 
the year, we had the fifth Cohesion Report, considering the results and impacts of the Structural Funds, and 
looking to the future. There was a consultation on this report (we held a discussion seminar, and submitted 
comments), and at the end of June, the European Commission published a draft budget for the seven years 
(multi annual financial framework) - this will be discussed at length, and a final version agreed probably before 
the end of 2012. Now the European Commission have published the draft Regulations, which spell out in detail 
what can be done with the Structural Funds in the next programme - this will need to be discussed by the 
European Parliament and the Member States, and is also expected to be revised and agreed before the end of 
2012.

The Regulations
The new documents include the General Regulations (an overarching paper giving common rules), and then 
specific papers for individual funds, plus explanation documents and a useful set of questions and answers. See 
the links at the end of this article.
ESF and ERDF will be available across the whole of Europe, but as before, most will be for the areas lagging 
behind (GDP less than 75% of the European average). But there will be a new transition category for those 
areas that are catching up, but still need extra support (GDP between 75% and 90%), around 51 areas, perhaps 
nine in England (including Merseyside and Cumbria) with special status and enhanced funding. Finally, there 
will be the areas with GDP higher than 90% of the EU average.
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How much?
Proposed funding is !376 billion as follows -
" 163" less developed" below 75% GDP
" 39" transition" " 75-90% GDP
" 53" more developed" over 90% GDP
Plus 69 for Cohesion Countries, 12 for Territorial co-operation, and 40 for a new category, Connecting Europe 
(transport, energy and ICT).
A substantial part of ERDF funds has to be spent on three key areas (sustainable jobs, innovation, and support 
for small/medium enterprises), with a minimum of 20% on green jobs, and a minimum of 5% on integrated 
urban developments.
For ESF, a minimum of 20% is to be spent on tackling inclusion and poverty.
The European Commission will retain a small amount (0.2%) for innovation.

Voluntary Sector
As before, the Sector is specifically referred to among the Partners delivering the Programmes (Article 5, 1c), 
but there is a recognition that a stronger role for the sector is needed to deliver Europe 2020. ESF now refers to 
support for social innovation, as well as encouraging the participation of NGOs and civil society through 
capacity building, the promotion of community-led local development and simplifying delivery rules. 

Community-led development 
Article 28 refers to developments taking into account local needs and potential, including innovative features, 
networking and co-operation. Article 29 explains a local development strategy, including an analysis of the area, 
action plan, community involvement and monitoring, and Article 31 confirms that support can include initial 
preparations. Also, a list of up to 300 European cities with strategies can be prepared, and their networking and 
development of innovative solutions will be supported. The Commission will have a small fund to develop 
innovative actions for sustainable development.

Simplified Costs
The unhealthy concentration on inputs was recognised some years ago, and the new programme takes action on 
this. Costs (and the measurement of costs) will be simplified, with flat rates, standard scales and lump sums 
used. The focus will shift to delivery - measuring output and results. Before each programme is approved, the 
changes to be delivered have to be written down, and then the programme can concentrate on delivery.

Next Steps
This briefing document gives a flavour of the proposed regulations but there is more (EU-PSCI, National 
Partnership Contracts, !25k micro credit loans, indicators and evaluation, Joint Action Plans). We will be 
sending out further information, and running seminars looking at what we have learnt from the current 
programmes. We look forward to working in partnership to develop better, more effective programmes.

Further information
For more information and for copies of the proposed regulations, please visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/proposals_2014_2020_en.cfm

Contact Us
If you would like further information about any of the subjects covered in this bulletin or if you have any 
feedback or suggestions please contact Paul Avis on 237 3972 or email paul.avis@networkforeurope.eu
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